                          GLEN RIDGE, N. J.   JUNE 8th, 2009.   58
A Regular Meeting of The Mayor And Borough Council of The Borough Of Glen Ridge was held on Monday, June 8th, 2009 in the Council Chamber of The Municipal Building, Glen Ridge, New Jersey at 7:30 p m.

Mayor Hughes led The Council and the citizens in attendance in a Salute to the Flag.

Mayor Hughes read a prepared statement that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided to the public as required by statutes.

Present:  Mayor Hughes,  Councilpersons  Seyffarth, Patrick, Baker, Dawson and Provost.

Absent:  Councilman  Lisovicz.

The following Borough Officers were in attendance;  Borough Attorney Malyska and Public Safety Director Magnier.
     The Minutes of the Regular Meeting that was held on May 26th, 2009 were approved as submitted.
     Administrator Rohal presented the following written communications:

A letter to Administrator Rohal from Peter Jordan of 45 Highland Avenue, Glen Ridge, expressing his appreciation of the help he received from Tara Ventola in the D.P.W. office in contacting a contractor with whom he had signed a contract.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Municipal Clerk Rohal from Frances I. Sundheim, Vice President And Corporate Rate Counsel advising of a petition of a P.S.E.&G. approval of an increase in Electric And Gas Rates.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Municipal Clerk Rohal from Wolfgang Skacel, Assistant Commissioner reporting that an inspection was made of the Water Supply Program determined that Glen Ridge was in compliance with applicable Department regulations and / or Permit conditions.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Hughes and the Borough Council from Patricia LaRocco of 162 Midland Avenue, Glen Ridge requesting permission to close Midland Avenue between Linden Avenue and Washington Street, Glen Ridge on June 13th for the purpose of conducting their annual neighborhood block party.  Mayor Hughes referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.

Mrs. Eleanor Proto of 92 Glen Ridge Avenue, Glen Ridge appeared before the Mayor And Council to thank them and Administrator Rohal for helping resolve some of the noise and lighting problems at the new mini mall on Bloomfield Avenue that backs up to their property.


Mayor Hughes stated that Administrator Rohal did an excellent job in reviewing the adopted Resolutions from the Montclair and Glen Ridge Planning Board meetings that addressed the concerns of the Proto’s. 


Mrs. Proto reported that there are still some issues pertaining to grading and lighting that needs to be addressed.


Mayor Hughes reported that there has been no word from Trenton regarding the Borough’s 2009 Municipal Budget or the status of the Borough’s application for State Aid.


Mayor Hughes reported that he has received a letter from the Attorney for the landlord of the Bloomfield Avenue Mini-Mall addressing such issues as the late night deliveries at the Mall.


Mayor Hughes also reported that the Hurrell Field project is ahead of schedule even though there has been considerable rain for the past two weeks.  Mayor Hughes stated that demolition and excavation of the field has been completed and that work on the curbing and the backstop has started.

     Mayor Hughes announced that the 2009 municipal road aid will include Adams Place, Hawthorne Avenue, Madison Street and Chapman Place and that the 2010 municipal road reconstruction will include Rudd Court, Yantecaw Avenue, Oakwood Avenue, Inness Place, Roswell Terrace, Linden Avenue and Highland Avenue.

Mayor Hughes reported that Councilwoman Provost would be introducing an Ordinance this evening that would bring about a necessary change to the R-5 zone.  This is a needed change that was requested by Mr. Peter Kennedy of 80 Highland Avenue.

Mayor Hughes reported that as a result of several residents of Watchung Avenue appearing before the Public Safety Committee regarding pedestrian safety due to the lack of a sidewalk, Essex County will include in their 2010 road projects, the striping of Watchung Avenue and a detailed traffic study to see if any additional safety measures are needed.

Mayor Hughes further reported that Councilman Dawson would be inspecting a used jitney bus Wednesday as a possible replacement for one of our jitney busses.

Councilwoman Seyffarth, Chairperson of The Finance And Administration Committee, reported that there has been no word from The Department Of Community Affairs on the 2009 Municipal Budget of the Borough’s request for a pension deferral.
     Councilperson Seyffarth reported that she has Ordinance No.  1516  entitled:


          AN ORDINANCE REGARDING

               SALARY INCREASES  ( Pool & Crossing Guards )
for introduction.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Seyffarth.  It was moved by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Patrick that Ordinance No.  1516  be passed on first reading.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Seyffarth, Patrick, Baker, Dawson and Provost voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Hughes referred the Ordinance to Municipal Clerk Rohal for the purposes of statutory publication and posting.

The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Dawson and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Seyffarth, Patrick, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Provost voting aye and noes none:         ( Resolution No.  118 - 09 )

   
CLAIMS - APPROVAL OF

    ( See Resolution Book No.  17 - Page No.  17 - 60 )
Councilman Patrick, Chairman of The Public Safety Committee, presented a letter from Isabelle Cunningham thanking 

         ( The following were offered as part of a Consent Agenda )

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Patrick, seconded by Councilperson Dawson and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Seyffarth, Patrick, Baker, Dawson and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                        ( Resolution No.  119 - 09 )

   
MECAP, INCORPORATED – LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL
     ( See Resolution Book No.  17 - Page No.  17 – 61 )
                                     ( Resolution No.  120 – 09 )

     RIDGE BOTTLE KING – LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL  

     ( See Resolution Book No.  17 – Page No.  17 – 61 )
                                     ( Resolution No.  121 – 09 )

     MAYFIELD TAVERN – LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL  

     ( See Resolution Book No.  17 – Page No.  17 – 61 ) 

                                      ( Resolution No. 122 – 09 )

     GLEN RIDGE COUNTRY CLUB – LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL
     ( See Resolution Book No.  17 – Page No.  17 – 62 )
     It was moved Councilman Patrick, seconded by Councilwoman Seyffarth that permission be granted to the residents of Midland Avenue to conduct their annual block party on June 13th, 2009.  The motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote:  Councilpersons Seyffarth, Patrick, Baker, Dawson, and Provost voting aye and noes none.
     Councilwoman Baker, Chairwoman of The Community Affairs and Public Relations Committee, announced that Ordinances 1513 and 1514 have been removed from tonight’s agenda pending further study and review. 

Councilman Dawson, Chairman of The Public Works / Utilities Committee, reported that on Wednesday he will be inspecting a used jitney bus for possible purchase by the Borough.


Mayor Hughes wished Councilman Dawson good luck with his inspection and he said that the Borough has an urgent need for this bus. 
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Provost and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Seyffarth, Patrick, Baker, Dawson and Provost voting aye and noes none:                      ( Resolution No.  124 - 09 )
                TREE PRUNING CONTRACT – MORRIS COUNTY COOP
    ( See Resolution Book No.  17 - Page No.  17 – 62 )

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Patrick and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Seyffarth, Patrick, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Provost voting aye and noes none:         ( Resolution No.  125 - 09 )

    2010  N.J.D.O.T. - GRANT APPLICATION
    ( See Resolution Book No.  17 - Page No.  17 – 63 )

     Councilperson Dawson reported that he has Ordinance No.  1515  entitled:


          AN ORDINANCE TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS

               FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
for introduction.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Dawson.  It was moved by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Patrick that Ordinance No.  1515  be passed on first reading.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Seyffarth, Patrick, Baker, Dawson and Provost voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Hughes referred the Ordinance to Municipal Clerk Rohal for the purposes of statutory publication and posting.
    Councilwoman Provost, Chairperson of The Planning And Development Committee, reported that the Committee met earlier this evening and the following agenda items were discussed:  Benson Street railroad station contract settlement and station maintenance;  jitney bus service, grants and operating expenses;  exploration of additional shared services with Montclair and the status of litigation with the Township Of Bloomfield.
          Councilperson Provost reported that she has Ordinance No.  1517  entitled:


          AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE  17

               OF THE GLEN RIDGE CODE BY REVISING

               THE PRINCIPAL PERMITTED USES IN

               THE  R – 5  ZONE
for introduction.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Provost.  It was moved by Councilperson Provost, seconded by Councilperson Dawson that Ordinance No.  1517  be passed on first reading.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Seyffarth, Patrick, Baker, Dawson and Provost voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Hughes referred the Ordinance to Municipal Clerk Rohal for the purposes of statutory publication and posting.

Administrator Rohal reminded everyone that the Public Works Yard on Carteret Street is open on the second Saturday of each month for the purpose of receiving recyclables from residents.


Mayor Hughes recognized and welcomed the new photographer from the Glen Ridge Voice.


Mayor Hughes  noted that the Forest Avenue School ( Home and School ) has started a “Walking School Bus” which is one of the goals of the Safe Routes to Schools program.

Administrator Rohal added that the event takes place every Wednesday and the Home and School is working with Lt. Bruno.
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Dawson and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Seyffarth, Patrick, Baker, Dawson and Provost voting aye and noes none:                      ( Resolution No.  126 - 09 )
                TAX BILLING – ESTIMATED 3RD QUARTER BILLS
          ( See Resolution Book No.  17 - Page No.  17 – 63 )

Mayor Hughes discussed the  4 percent introduced municipal budget and the option that the Council took pertaining to pension deferrals. Mayor Hughes stated that Glen Ridge sits in the middle of what the other municipalities in Essex County did when it comes to percentages and their respective increases.
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Dawson and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Seyffarth, Patrick, Baker, Dawson and Provost voting aye and noes none:                      ( Resolution No.  127 - 09 )
                RISK MANAGEMENT – TORT CLAIM
          ( See Resolution Book No.  17 - Page No.  17 – 64 )

Mr. Patrick Pignatello of 277 Baldwin Street, Glen Ridge thanked Mayor Hughes and the Borough Council for the recognition that he was awarded at the last Council meeting.

Mr. Pignatello also reported on his driveway apron on Baldwin Street, the need to have Baldwin Street repaved and cars entering and exiting the Minnie Lucey School property.

Mayor Hughes recognized and welcomed Essex County liaison to County Executive DiVincenzo, Jacqueline S. Yustein to the meeting.
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Patrick, seconded by Councilperson Seyffarth and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Seyffarth, Patrick, Baker, Dawson and Provost voting aye and noes none:                      ( Resolution No.  123 - 09 )
                BICYCLE SURPLUS – PEDALS FOR PROGRESS - DONATION
          ( See Resolution Book No.  17 - Page No.  17 – 62 ) 
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Dawson and adopted by an aye and no vote;                                 
Councilpersons  Seyffarth, Patrick, Baker, Dawson and Provost voting aye and noes none:                      ( Resolution No.  128 - 09 )
    ADJOURNED TO CLOSED SESSION - OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
     ( See Resolution Book No.  17  -  Page No.  17 – 64 )

     Mayor Hughes declared that this meeting is hereby adjourned.
The Council adjourned at  8:26  p. m.

          Michael  J. Rohal
  Michael  J.  Rohal,   
                                     Municipal  Clerk                     
