                      GLEN RIDGE, N. J.   JANUARY 22nd, 2008.   11
A Regular Meeting of The Mayor And Borough Council of The Borough Of Glen Ridge was held on Tuesday, January 22nd, 2008 in the Council Chamber of The Municipal Building, Glen Ridge, New Jersey at 7:30 p m.

Mayor Hughes led The Council and the citizens in attendance in a Salute to the Flag.

Mayor Hughes read a prepared statement that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided to the public as required by statutes.

Present: Mayor Hughes,  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick.

Absent:  None.

The following Borough Officers were in attendance;  Borough Attorney Malyska and Public Safety Director Magnier.

The Minutes of the Adjourned Meeting that was held on January 2nd, 2008 were approved as submitted.

The Minutes of the Annual Meeting that was held on January 2nd, 2008 were approved with the following correction:  Page No.  1,  paragraph no.  14,  line no.  3  corrected to read as follows:  Councilman  ( Hughes )  Patrick.

     Administrator Rohal presented the following written communications:  
A letter to Mayor Hughes and the Borough Council from Marc F. Holzapfel of 10 Appleton Place, Glen Ridge,  urging Glen Ridge to terminate animal control services with the Township Of Bloomfield and to look at possibly retaining services with the Township Of Montclair.   Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.

 
A letter to Municipal Clerk Rohal from Ernest Schapiro, MD and Jerry Pyenson of 323 South River Street, Hackensack, urging Glen Ridge to adopt a Resolution calling upon the United State Congress to enact a “Homeowners And Bank Protection Act”.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.

Municipal Clerk Rohal presented the written report of Public Works Superintendent Weisenbach for the Public Works Department for the month of December 2007.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the report be filed.


Municipal Clerk Rohal presented the annual written report of Borough Forester Schuckman for the Borough’s Shade Trees for the year  2007.   Mayor Hughes ordered that the report be filed.

Municipal Clerk Rohal presented the annual written report and Environmental Activities of the Department Of Health for the year  2007.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the report be filed.

     Mr. Patrick Pignatello of 277 Baldwin Street, Glen Ridge addressed the Mayor And Council on his following agenda items:  dog prohibition signs for Washington Park,  contractor signs and curbs and sidewalks.

Mr. Henry Cadmus of Glen Ridge Scout Troop No.  55  reported that he had Scouts in attendance for tonight Council meeting that were each earning a merit badge.

     Councilperson Sachs reported that he has Ordinance No.  1486  entitled:


AN ORDINANCE TO APPROPRIATE GRANT

     FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

for introduction.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Sachs.  It was moved by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Seyffarth that Ordinance No.  1486  be passed on first reading.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Hughes referred the Ordinance to Municipal Clerk Rohal for the purposes of statutory publication and posting.

The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Patrick and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Hughes and Patrick voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No.  15 – 08 )

 
CONSENT  AGENDA -  ACCEPTANCE  OF
     ( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 127 )

( The following Resolutions  ( 16 – 37 – 08 ) are a part of the Consent Agenda )

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Seyffarth and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No. 16 - 08 )

   
CLAIMS - APPROVAL OF

    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 128 )

( Resolution No. 17 – 08 )

2008   SCHEDULE  -  AUTHORIZING  ADOPTION
( See Resolution Book No.16-Page No.16 – 128 b - k )
( Resolution No. 18 – 08 ) 

          AUTHORIZING  SIGNATURES  -  INVESTMENTS


( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 127 )
( Resolution No.  19 – 08 )



DESIGNATING DEPOSITORIES – FOR  2008


( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 129 )

( Resolution No.  20 – 08 )


INTEREST  -  ESTABLISHING  RATE  -  2008


( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 129 )

( Resolution No.  21 – 08 )



PUBLIC  PARTICIPATION  -  SUNSHINE


( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 130 )

( Resolution No.  22 – 08 )



POSTING  LEGAL  NOTICES  -  SUNSHINE


( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 130 )

( Resolution No.  23 – 08 )



MEETING NOTICE FEE – ESTABLISHING – SUNSHINE



( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 131 )

( Resolution No.  24 – 08 )



OFFICIAL OFFICE HOURS  -  BUSINESS  -  2008 



( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 131 )
( Resolution No.  25 – 08 )



OFFICIAL  NEWSPAPERS  -  DESIGNATING 



( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 131 )

( Resolution No.  26 – 08 )



VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATIONS – BOROUGH INSURANCE


( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 132 )

( Resolution No.  27 – 07 )



ROHAL, MICHAEL J. – PAIC INSURANCE COMMISSIONER


( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 132 )

( Resolution No.  28 – 08 )



BOROUGH FORESTER – FIRST MOUNTAIN ARBORICULTURE


( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 132 )

( Resolution No.  29 – 08 )



SAFETY AND LOSS REP FOR  2008  -  APPOINTING  



( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 - 133 )

( Resolution No.  30 – 08 )



AUDITORS  -  2008  -  APPOINTING


( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 133 )

( Resolution No.  31 – 08 )



PENNONI ASSOCIATES – BOROUGH SURVEYOR - APPOINTING


( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 134 )

( Resolution No.  32 – 08 )



ABC SPECIAL PERMIT – GOALS OF LIFE


( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 134 )

     Councilman Patrick recused himself from voting on Resolution No.  32 – 08.

( Resolution No.  33 – 08 )



FRED YOERG – UTILITY ENGINEER - APPOINTING


( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 134 )

( Resolution No.  34 – 08 )


     McNANIMOM & SCOTLAND – BOND COUNCEL - APPOINTING



( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 135 )

( Resolution No.  35 – 08 )



MEYNER LANDIS – TAX/SPECIAL COUNSEL - APPOINTING


( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 135 )

( Resolution No.  36 – 08 )



TAX INTEREST – WAIVING – 85 PARK AVENUE
          ( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 135 )

( Resolution No.  37 – 08 )



2007 BUDGET TRANSFERS - AUTHORIZING


( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 136 )

     Councilwoman Seyffarth reported that the Public Safety Committee met on January 14th and the following agenda items were discussed:  traffic calming devices for Essex Avenue  ( speed monitoring on Essex Avenue will occur in the Spring );  the Public Safety Committee is gathering information on traffic calming devices for High Street;  4-way stop signs at the intersection of Maolis And Midland Avenues;  and finalizing the  2008  Public Safety Budget for submission to the Finance Committee.

Councilwoman Seyffarth reported that the next Public Safety Committee meeting will be held on Monday, February 11th at  5:30  p. m.  in the Chief’s Office.  All are invited to attend.


Mayor Hughes explained to the Scouts in attendance the function of the Mayor And Council and he asked each Councilperson to give a brief overview of the responsibilities of each Council Committee.

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Sachs and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No.  38 – 08 )



MOBILE ELECTRONICS – AUTHORIZING CONTRACT 


( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No. 16 – 136 )


Councilwoman Baker explained, to the Scouts, the functions of the Community Affairs And Public Works Committee.

     Councilwoman Baker reminded everyone that the annual Gala will be held on Saturday, January 26th and the proceeds of the Gala will benefit the Ridgewood Avenue Home And School Association.  Councilwoman Baker also stated that the Gala Committee has done a magnificent job and that the event is sold out and there is a waiting list.


Councilwoman Baker announced that Film Fund Grant Applications are presently available and that the applications must be submitted by February 29th.  Film Fund Grant Applications are available on the Borough website.  
     Councilman Dawson explained, to the Scouts, the responsibilities of the Public Works Committee.  

Councilman Dawson reported on the current projects taking place under the jurisdiction of the Public Works Committee:  The Library renovation project,  the Public Works building project at the Town Yard and the Public Safety renovations that will begin in the next week.   
     Councilperson Dawson reported that he has Ordinance No.  1487  entitled:

           AN ORDINANCE TO APPROPRIATE GRANT

           FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

for introduction.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Dawson.  It was moved by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Baker that Ordinance No.  1487  be passed on first reading.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Hughes referred the Ordinance to Municipal Clerk Rohal for the purposes of statutory publication and posting.

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Lisovicz and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No. 39 - 08 )

     GLEN BIKEWAY LIGHTS – PERRONE – AWARDING CONTRACT
     ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 - 137 )

It was moved by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Lisovicz that the Resolution pertaining to permission being granted to Verizon Control Boxes be tabled pending further study by the Mayor And Council.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none.
    Councilman Lisovicz explained, to the Scouts, the responsibilities of the Parks And Recreation Committee.  Councilman Lisovicz stated that his Committee is responsible for the implementation of all activities including those at the Senior Center, the Freeman Tennis Courts and the Borough Parks.  He stated that his Committee is always in contact with officials from Essex County in attempt to secure more fields to use by this Borough’s activities.
     Councilman Patrick reported that the Planning And Development Committee are seekers of Interlocal agreements between municipalities to help to keep costs down for Glen Ridge tax payers.
Councilman Patrick stated that some of the projects his committee will be working on in  2008 will be to make the Benson Street Station a ratable and to obtain funding for our Jitney bus.  

Councilman Patrick also stated that his committee will be reviewing the Benchmarking study and attempt to become more efficient.
Councilman Patrick reported that his committee works closely with the Borough’s Master Plan and that his committee is the “bridge” between the Borough Council and the Planning Board.
     Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that as Borough Administrator he is responsible for the day-to-day activities of the Borough.

Municipal Clerk Rohal updated the Council on the status of the Borough property revaluation project.  He stated that  95  percent of all Borough properties have been inspected and almost all land evaluations are done and sale date analyzed.  Mr. Rohal expects that preliminary assessment information will be available by the third week in February.


Municipal Clerk Rohal also reminded everyone that the Presidential Primary in New Jersey will be held on February 5th and that anyone expecting to vote by absentee ballot must do so no later than January 29th.

Borough Attorney Malyska reported that he is responsible for reviewing all pending contracts and proposed Ordinances.  

Attorney Malyska also reported that he represents and defends the Borough in any litigation proceedings.
     Public Safety Director Magnier reported that he reports directly to the Public Safety Committee and to Borough Administrator Rohal.

Chief Magnier reported that his department is responsible for keeping this Borough safe.


Chief Magnier also reported that burglar / fire alarm information and registration forms can be found on the Borough’s website.

     Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that Mr. Neil Rubenstein of Realty Appraisals, the company doing the on-going revaluation project, will be present at the February 12th meeting of the Mayor And Council to give a revaluation update.
     There was a brief question and answer period between the Scouts in attendance and Mayor Hughes and the Borough Council.
     Mr. Patrick Pignatello of 277 Baldwin Street, Glen Ridge commented on flag stone sidewalks found along some County roadways in the Borough.
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Lisovicz, seconded by Councilperson Patrick and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No. 40 - 08 )

    ADJOURNED TO CLOSED SESSION - OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
     ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 - 137 )

Mayor Hughes declared that this meeting is hereby  adjourned.
The Council adjourned at  8:32  p. m.

          Michael  J. Rohal
  Michael  J.  Rohal,   
                                     Municipal  Clerk                     
