                      GLEN RIDGE, N. J.   FEBRUARY 26TH, 2008.  21
A Regular Meeting of The Mayor And Borough Council of The Borough Of Glen Ridge was held on Tuesday, February 26th, 2008 in the Council Chamber of The Municipal Building, Glen Ridge, New Jersey at 7:30 p m.

Mayor Hughes led The Council and the citizens in attendance in a Salute to the Flag.

Mayor Hughes read a prepared statement that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided to the public as required by statutes.

Present: Mayor Hughes,  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick.

Absent:  None.

The following Borough Officers were in attendance;  Borough Attorney Malyska and Public Safety Director Magnier.

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting that was held on February 12th, 2008 were approved as submitted.
Mayor Hughes suspended the Regular Order Of Business to accommodate presentations to the Mayor And Council from Board Of Education President Elisabeth Ginsburg and Glen Ridge School Superintendent Daniel Fishbein on the 2008 – 2009 School Budget and Council President Sachs and Borough Administrator Rohal on the status of the Borough’s revaluation project.

     Board Of Education President Ginsburg presented a comprehensive report on the impact of the new school funding formula.
     Superintendent Fishbein reviewed the proposed 2008/2009 Board of Education Budget. 
     Copies of the reports presented by Board Of Education President Ginsburg and Superintendent Fishbein are attached and made part of the minutes.

     Administrator Rohal reviewed the next steps in the revaluation program.  Administrator Rohal stated informal hearings will start  on February 27th and continue for approximately two to three weeks. Administrator Rohal emphasized that the deadline for formal assessment appeals has been extended to May 1st. Preliminary revaluation assessments will be posted on the consultant’s web site this evening. The Borough will provide a link to the revaluation company’s site. 
     Councilman Sachs described the how the preliminary assessment values were derived by the revaluation consultant and gave a summary of some trends that were evident in the initial data. Councilman Sachs stated at this time the preliminary values were still the work product of the revaluation firm and are not Borough documents. Councilman Sachs explained that was why the information is on the consultant’s web site rather than Borough’s web site.

     Mr. Patrick Pignatello of 277 Baldwin Street, Glen Ridge thanked Public Works Superintendent Weisenbach for his handling of the recent snow storm in the Borough and he stated that residents should adopt a fire hydrant and clear if from snow in case of a fire.

Mr. Peter Jordan of 45 Highland Avenue, Glen Ridge had some questions for the Mayor And Council regarding his new property assessment. 
     Mr. Alfredo Villela of 28 A Herman Street, Glen Ridge questioned the dumpster in the Herman Street Parking Lot that is being used by the Fitzgeralds 1928 Restaurant and he reported illegal parking in the lot by people without the proper residential parking permits.
     Mr. Nicholaas ten Velde of 138 Essex Avenue, Glen Ridge presented a compact disc to the Council regarding the Freeman Tennis Courts.
     Mayor Hughes resumed the Regular Order Of Business ( 8:40  p.m. )


Mayor Hughes proclaimed the month of March as American Red Cross Month and urged support of this organizations noble humanitarian mission.
     The following, after an explanation of items on the bill list was, introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Patrick and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                                       ( Resolution No. 47 - 08 )

   
CLAIMS - APPROVAL OF

    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 141 )

     Councilperson Sachs reported that he has Ordinance No.  1488  entitled:


AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL

BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO


ESTABLISH A CAP BANK  ( N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14 )

for introduction.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Sachs.  It was moved by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Dawson that Ordinance No.  1488  be passed on first reading.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Hughes referred the Ordinance to Municipal Clerk Rohal for the purposes of statutory publication and posting.
     Councilperson Seyffarth reported that she has Ordinance No.  1489  entitled:


AN  ORDINANCE  TO  AMEND

     PARKING  PERMIT  FEES

for introduction.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Seyffarth.  It was moved by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Sachs that Ordinance No.  1489  be passed on first reading.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Hughes referred the Ordinance to Municipal Clerk Rohal for the purposes of statutory publication and posting.

     Councilman Dawson updated the Council on the work being done at the Town Yard.  The work has been somewhat stalled due to weather set backs.  Councilman Dawson commended the Department Of Public Works on their snow removal efforts after the last storm.  Councilman Dawson also talked about the Library renovation work and the trailer being used by the Department Of Public Safety pending the renovations to the Public Safety Building. 
     Councilperson Dawson reported that he has Ordinance No.  1490  entitled:


AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION  8.20.020

     OF GLEN RIDGE CODE CHAPTER  8  ENTITLED

     “HEALTH AND SAFETY”

for introduction.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Dawson.  It was moved by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Seyffarth that Ordinance No.  1490  be passed on first reading.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Hughes referred the Ordinance to Municipal Clerk Rohal for the purposes of statutory publication and posting.


Councilwoman Baker reported that this Ordinance is a product of the Environmental ( Green ) Committee.


Administrator Rohal reported that information on this new Ordinance will be put on the Borough’s website.


Mayor Hughes voiced his concerns about the penalties found in this Ordinance.


Administrator Rohal advised the Council that information about this Ordinance will be published in the local newspaper and put on the website before any summons will be issued for violations.


Councilwoman Baker announced that beginning on April 12th the Town Yard will be open on the 2nd Saturday of each month to accept recyclables, white goods and computers, etc.
     ( The following Resolutions  ( 48 & 51 - 58 – 08 ) are a part of the Consent Agenda )

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Sachs and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No.  48 - 08 )

   
LIBRARY MOVING – J. D. CARTON - CONTRACT
     ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 142 )

 ( Resolution No.  51 – 08 )

           POOL CANOPY – HUDSON AWNING - CONTRACT 

          ( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No.  16 – 143 )
( Resolution No.  52 – 08 )

           DPW SEWER – RAGONESE - CONTRACT 

          ( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No.  16 – 144 )
( Resolution No.  53 – 08 )

           MORRIS COOP – MASON DUMP – AUTHORIZING PURCHASE 

          ( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No.  16 – 144 )
( Resolution No.  54 – 08 )

           TREE PLANTING – O’BOYLE - CONTRACT 

          ( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No.  16 – 145 )
( Resolution No.  55 – 08 )

           EMERGENCY TREE – DOWNES - CONTRACT 

          ( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No.  16 – 145 )
( Resolution No.  56 – 08 )

           TREE REMOVAL – DOWNES TREE – CHANGE ORDER 

          ( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No.  16 – 146 )
( Resolution No.  57 – 08 )

           RAFFLE – HIGH SCHOOL – HOME AND SCHOOL 

          ( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No.  16 – 146 )
( Resolution No.  58 – 08 )

           MORRIS COOP – CROWN VIC – AUTHORIZING PURCHASE 

          ( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No.  16 – 146 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Patrick and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                 ( Resolution No.  49 – 08 )

           HURRELL FIELD – PENNONI - CONTRACT 

          ( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No.  16 – 142 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Baker and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                                 ( Resolution No.  50 – 08 )

           PALMER FIELD – PENONI - CONTRACT 

          ( See Resolution Book No.  16 – Page No.  16 – 143 )


Mayor Hughes stated that he anticipates major rehabilitation to the Forest Avenue  ( Palmer Field )  to occur this year.
     Councilman Lisovicz reported that the Parks And Recreation Committee met earlier this evening with Recreation Coordinator Cowan and the following agenda items were discussed:
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Seyffarth and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                   ( Resolution No. 59 - 08 )

   
DEFERRED SCHOOL TAX – SURPLUS - AUTHORIZING
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 147 )
     Mr. Alfredo Villela of 28 A  Herman Street, Glen Ridge stated that he hoped any changes made to the track at Hurrell Field would help to eliminate the flooding in his yard during heavy rain storms. 

     Municipal Clerk Rohal presented the following written communications: 


A letter to Administrator Rohal from Trevor J. Weigle, Bloomfield Health Officer / Director advising The Borough that effective as of March 1st, 2008 the Bloomfield Board Of Health will no longer provide animal control service to Glen Ridge.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Administrator Rohal from Sarah Githens, Volunteer Manager of P.A.W.S. offering an Animal Control and Sheltering Service Contract to The Borough effective as of March 1st, 2008.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Administrator Rohal from Martha C. Bowden of the Bowden Agency Insurance along with a donation of  $ 200.00  for the Glen Ridge Police Incident Command trailer.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.

Mayor Hughes offered his sincere thanks to Councilman Sachs and Administrator Rohal for their status report on the Borough – wide revaluation project presented earlier this evening. 
      The following was introduced by Councilperson Lisovicz, seconded by Councilperson Dawson and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                   ( Resolution No. 60 - 08 )
    ADJOURNED TO CLOSED SESSION - OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
     ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 - 147 )

Mayor Hughes declared that this meeting is hereby adjourned.
The Council adjourned at  9:15  p. m.

          Michael  J. Rohal
  Michael  J.  Rohal,   
                                     Municipal  Clerk                     
