                         GLEN RIDGE, N. J.   MARCH 25TH, 2008.  32
A Regular Meeting of The Mayor And Borough Council of The Borough Of Glen Ridge was held on Tuesday, March 25th, 2008 in the Council Chamber of The Municipal Building, Glen Ridge, New Jersey at 7:30 p m.

Council President Sachs led The Council and the citizens in attendance in a Salute to the Flag.

Council President Sachs read a prepared statement that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided to the public as required by statutes.

Present:  Councilpersons  Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz, Patrick and Council President Sachs.
Absent:  Mayor  Hughes.

The following Borough Officers were in attendance;  Borough Attorney Malyska and Public Safety Lieutenant Dailey.

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting that was held on March 25th, 2008 were approved as submitted.
     Municipal Clerk Rohal presented the following written communications:

Municipal Clerk Rohal read a letter advising of a Spring Open House on Saturday, March 29th at the Senior Care Center in Montclair.  Council President ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Governor Corzine and Mayor Hughes from the Mayor And Council of The City Of Summit opposing Trans-Hudson Express Rail Tunnel Proposed by New Jersey Transit.  Council President ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Hughes from Leonard And Sonia Smith of 37 Stephen Street, Glen Ridge advising of their intent to appeal the “Random” Assessment of their home.    Council President ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Hughes from Lisa P. Jackson, Commissioner of The Department Of Environmental Protection advising that Glen Ridge will be receiving  $ 6,701.90  for their  $ 6,701.90  Clean Communities entitlement.    Council President ordered that the correspondence be filed.

     Mrs. Ann Rubin of 20 Douglas Road, Glen Ridge, Mrs. Katie Hagerty of 19 Douglas Road, Glen Ridge,  Mr. Michael Eagleson of 73 Douglas Road, Glen Ridge,  Mr. Leon Fraser of 42 Douglas Road, Glen Ridge and   Mr. Christopher Fletcher of 33 Douglas Road, Glen Ridge addressed the Council in regards to the new assessment that has been issued for their properties and they each asked for Tax Assessor Merdinger to take another look at each property on Douglas Road claiming unfair uniformity for their street. 
     Council President Sachs reported that he will make contact with Mr. Merdinger to have him follow-up with the concerns of the Douglas Road residents.

Councilman Lisovicz sympathized with the residents of Douglas Road and their concerns.

     Councilman Dawson stated that many members of the Council were in a similar situation.

     Councilman Patrick noted that the majority of the Council members assessments have increased relative to the average change. 
     Council President Sachs encouraged the Douglas Road residents in attendance to act as a group instead if individually and he stated that the Council supports their efforts.  


Council President Sachs also stated that the Tax Assessor works for the State and that he can correct assessment deficiencies. 

     Borough Administrator Rohal reported that the Tax Assessor’s hours have been changed so that he will be more available to meet with the residents regarding their new assessments.  The new hours will be posted on the Borough’s website.  
     The following, after an explanation of items on the bill list, was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Patrick and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz, Patrick and Council President Sachs voting aye and noes none:                          ( Resolution No. 66 - 08 )

   
CLAIMS - APPROVAL OF

    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 152 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Dawson and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz, Patrick and Council President Sachs voting aye and noes none:                   
( Resolution No. 67 - 08 )

   
DUPLICATE PAYMENTS – TAX - REIMBURSEMENT
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 153 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Dawson and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz, Patrick and Council President Sachs voting aye and noes none:                   
( Resolution No. 68 - 08 )

   
TAX ASSESSOR – MERDINGER - APPOINTMENT
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 153 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Patrick and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz, Patrick and Council President Sachs voting aye and noes none:                   
( Resolution No. 69 - 08 )

   
OPPOSING STATE AID REDUCTION
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 154 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Baker and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz, Patrick and Council President Sachs voting aye and noes none:                   
( Resolution No. 70 - 08 )

   
RAFFLE LICENSE – G.R. HOME & SCHOOL - APPROVAL
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 155 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Dawson and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Council Councilpersons  Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz, Patrick and President Sachs voting aye and noes none:                  
 ( Resolution No. 71 - 08 )

   
AUTHORIZING CONTRACT – RADIO EQUIPMENT
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 155 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Baker, seconded by Councilperson Lisovicz and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz, Patrick and Council President Sachs voting aye and noes none:                   
( Resolution No. 72 - 08 )

   
RAFFLE LICENSE – G.R. HOME & SCHOOL - APPROVAL
          ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 156 )
     Councilman Dawson reported that he has visited the on-going construction projects at the Municipal Complex and the Public Works Yard and that each of the projects appear to be coming along nicely and are on schedule at the present time.

Councilman Dawson also reported that the Borough’s Jitney Buses are now almost 10 years old and that the Council is exploring the replacement of these buses as a capital expenditure.  
     Councilman Lisovicz reported that it is hoped that Carteret Park will reopen this Friday or Saturday depending on the weather and that the park has been greatly improved although there are still some drainage issues to be dealt with.

Councilman Lisovicz reported that track work at Hurrell Field is being discussed and that the condition of right field is deplorable.


Councilman Lisovicz further stated that Clay Field is looking great and that the irrigation work seems to be having a good affect.

  
Councilman Lisovicz commended Borough Administrator Rohal and Recreation Coordinator Cowan for their successful discussions with Montclair Immaculate officials in securing their field for lacrosse practice for the high school team. 

     Borough Administrator Rohal once again reminded everyone that the Mayor And Council meetings will be switching to Monday’s starting on May 13th  and he stated that he has been in conversation with Public School Superintendent Fishbein as to avoid meeting conflicts with the Board Of Education.
     Patrick Pignatello of 277 Baldwin Street, Glen Ridge, discussed on-going parking problems that he is having on Baldwin Street and signage regarding parking on Baldwin Street.
     Mr. Nicholaas ten Velde of 138 Essex Avenue, Glen Ridge, asked for clarification of Resolution 71 – 08  ( adopted earlier in this meeting )  pertaining to additional Public Safety radio equipment.

     Borough Administrator Rohal reported that funding appropriations for this Resolution can be found in Ordinance No.  1466.

     Mr. ten Velde also discussed his suggestions for use of the Film Grant monies;  i.e.  sound system for the Council Chamber.

     Mr. ten Velde voiced his concerns regarding the windbreakers at the tennis Courts and he asked for a copy of the most recent tennis court budget expenditures.
     Councilman Lisovicz also reported that he recently attended a meeting along with Recreation Coordinator Cowan and Mr. ten Velde at the Freeman Tennis Courts. 
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Seyffarth and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz, Patrick and Council President Sachs voting aye and noes none:             
( Resolution No. 73 - 08 )
    ADJOURNED TO CLOSED SESSION - OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
     ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 - 156 )

Mayor Hughes declared that this meeting is hereby adjourned.
The Council adjourned at  8:43  p. m.

          Michael  J. Rohal
  Michael  J.  Rohal,   
                                     Municipal  Clerk                     
