                  GLEN RIDGE, N. J.  APRIL 11TH, 2006. 42  
A Regular Meeting of The Mayor And Borough Council of The Borough Of Glen Ridge was held on Tuesday, April 11th, 2006 in the Council Chamber of The Municipal Building, Glen Ridge, New Jersey at  7:30  p. m.

Mayor Bergmanson led The Council and the citizens in attendance in a Salute to the Flag.

Mayor Bergmanson read a prepared statement that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided to the public as required by statutes.

Present: Mayor Bergmanson, Councilpersons Sachs, Mehrotra, Hughes and Dawson.

Absent:  Councilwomen  Brewster  and  Seyffarth.

The following Borough Officers were in attendance; Borough Attorney Malyska and Public Safety Director Magnier.

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting that was held on March 28th, 2006 were approved as submitted.  
Municipal Clerk Rohal presented the following written communications:
Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that he is in receipt of  18   letters to the Mayor And Council from residents of Glen Ridge, requesting that the Council adopt a Resolution supporting “Pesticide Free Zones”  in all town parks and playgrounds.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondences to the Public Works Committee.

A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Richard L. LeCompte of 

7 Ferncliff Terrace, Glen Ridge offering his suggestions pertaining to the noise abatement of leaf blowers and lawn mowers.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.


A letter to Municipal Clerk Rohal from Sharon Casey of  

40 Chapman Place, Glen Ridge requesting permission to place a plaque on a rock at Carteret Field signifying the work done by the Girl Scouts at the Park.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Works Committee.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson and the Borough Council from Fran Massot of 9 Reynolds Road, Glen Ridge voicing her concerns about leaf blowers and their noise and dust and her concerns about garbage being placed at curbside prior to the permitted time.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety and Public Works Committees.

A letter to Municipal Clerk Rohal from Ted Glick, Chair of Essex County Greens inviting Glen Ridge to an educational forum on Renewable Energy on April 18th.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that this correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Susan Bass Levin, Commissioner of the Department Of Community Affairs, urging Glen Ridge to take advantage of the SHARE Grant by filing an application with the State Of New Jersey.   Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Kriss Kolluri, Commissioner, Department Of Transportation advising that applications are being accepted for the New Jersey Department Of Transportation Fiscal Year 2007 Municipal Aid Program.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Lisa P. Jackson, Commissioner, Department Of Environmental Protection advising that the 2006 Clean Communities entitlement is being provided in order to develop the FY 2006 budget.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Essex County Executive Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr., advising of the Annual Cherry Blossom Festival going on in Branch Brook Park and of the Annual Earth Day Celebration on Saturday, April 22nd at the County Environmental Center.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Essex County Tax Administrator Joan Codey Durkin advising that the Essex County Board Of Taxation has established the percentage of one hundred as the ration of assessed to true value of real property as the ration to be used within the County Of Essex.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Finance And Administration Committee.


A Resolution to Municipal Clerk Rohal that was adopted by the Township Of Belleville opposing the 2006 increase to the Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission Budget.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from North Caldwell Mayor, Mel Levine, urging that all municipalities write a letter of support to the Community Friends of Mountainside Hospital to assist them in their efforts to retain Mountainside Hospital as an acute care facility.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Council of the Whole.


Municipal Clerk Rohal presented the written report of the Public Works Department for the month of March  2006.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the report be filed. 

 
Mr. Patrick Pignatello of 277 Baldwin Street, Glen Ridge voice his concerns about the on-going problems with garbage and litter around the Minnie Lucy School and he commented on the current condition of the Baldwin Street road surface.
Municipal Clerk Rohal stated that Baldwin Street would be reviewed as part of the upcoming street inventory.
Mr. James Lynch of 53 Clinton Road, Glen Ridge asked for an up-date on any proposal to regulate noise pollution.
Mayor Bergmanson reported that this matter is an agenda item for the next Public Safety Committee meeting that will be held on May 1st.
Mr. Nicholaas ten Velde of 138 Essex Avenue, Glen Ridge inquired about the status of the leafblower ordinance, three hour parking limitation on Essex Avenue and the removal of the sign at the Senior Community Center.
Mayor Bergmanson reported on a discussion that he had with North Caldwell’s Mayor Levine regarding a letter he had written advising of the early discussions to close Mountainside Hospital.
Mayor Bergmanson wished everyone a Happy Passover and a Happy Easter.

Mayor Bergmanson presented a Proclamation proclaiming the week of April 23rd as “Victims Rights Week”.

The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Dawson and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Mehrotra, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:
( Resolution No.  71 - 06 )
   
CLAIMS - APPROVAL OF

    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 167 )
Councilman Mehrotra reported that the Community Affairs and Public Relations Committee met earlier this evening to discuss the Gala Report and Film Fund grant awards.
The following was introduced by Councilperson Mehrotra, seconded by Councilperson Sachs and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Mehrotra, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:
( Resolution No.  72 - 06 )
   
FILM FUND GRANT – AUTHORIZING GRANTS
    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 168 )

The following was introduced by Councilperson Mehrotra, seconded by Councilperson Sachs and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Mehrotra, Hughes, Dawson and Mayor Bergmanson voting aye and noes none:
( Resolution No.  73 - 06 )
   
AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH - PROCLAMATION
    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 168 )

The following was introduced by Councilperson Mehrotra, seconded by Councilperson Sachs and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Mehrotra, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:
( Resolution No.  74 - 06 )
   
MEMORIAL DAY – KIWANIS CLUB
    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 169 )

Mayor Bergmanson extended his sincere thanks to the members of the Kiwanis Club for coordinating the Memorial Day’s events.

The following was introduced by Councilperson Hughes, seconded by Councilperson Dawson and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Mehrotra, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:
( Resolution No.  75 - 06 )
   
RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT – AUTHORIZING APPLICATION
    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 169 )

The following was introduced by Councilperson Hughes, seconded by Councilperson Mehrotra and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Mehrotra, Hughes, Dawson and Mayor Bergmanson voting aye and noes none:
( Resolution No.  76 - 06 )
   
ARBOR  DAY  -  PROCLAMATION
    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 170 )

The following was introduced by Councilperson Dawson, 
seconded by Councilperson Hughes and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Mehrotra, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No. 77 – 06  )

     FEMA MITIGATION PLAN - APPLICATION
    ( See Resolution Book No.
 15  -  Page No.  15 - 171 )
Councilman Dawson reported that the Planning and Development Committee will have a presentation at the next meeting of the Mayor And Council regarding the Borough’s Capital expenses.
Councilman Dawson questioned the reports of the Township Of Montclair in regards to shared fire services with the City Of Orange.

Municipal Clerk Rohal reported on a recent meeting that he had with the Montclair Township Manager to discuss this issue. 

Mayor Bergmanson also reported that he had a meeting with Montclair Mayor Remsen to discuss the future of Mountainside Hospital. 

Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that the 2006 Municipal Budget summary can be found on the Borough’s web site and that the Borough’s web site has been recognized by the New Jersey Department Of Community Affairs as the “Web Site Of The Month”.

Councilman Mehrotra asked for an up-date as to the intersection improvements being made at Bloomfield and Ridgewood Avenues.

Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that the projected completion date for the intersection improvement project is mid-May.
Mayor Bergmanson reported on the PSE&G gas line improvement project being done on Herman Street. 

Mr. Patrick Pignatello of 277 Baldwin Street, Glen Ridge inquired about the status of the stop sign at Baldwin and Highland Avenue.

Mrs. Jacqueline S. Yustein of 326 Washington Street, Glen Ridge and the Borough’s Essex County Liaison extended her thanks to the Glen Ridge Kiwanis Club for co-sponsoring the Borough’s Family Health Day and she reported on the County’s programs in regards to Autism and Early Development.

Mayor Bergmanson extended his thanks to Mrs. Yustein for her information on the Autism programs within Essex County.

Mr. Nicholaas ten Velde of 138 Essex Avenue, Glen Ridge noted that there is subsidence at the approach to the Highland Avenue Bridge, that sanitary conditions should be improved at Mountainside Hospital and the Board of Education should downsize.
Mr. Patrick Pignatello stated that preventive maintenance for buildings and infrastructure is paramount especially the use of pequa.
The following was introduced by Councilperson Hughes, seconded by Councilperson Sachs and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Mehrotra, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No. 78 - 06 )
ADJOURNED TO CLOSED SESSION - OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
     ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No.  15 - 171 )

Mayor Bergmanson declared that this meeting is hereby adjourned.

The Council adjourned at 8:20  p. m.

                     Michael J. Rohal  

    Michael  J.  Rohal,   
                                   Municipal  Clerk                     
