                         GLEN RIDGE, N. J.   APRIL 22nd, 2008.  41
A Regular Meeting of The Mayor And Borough Council of The Borough Of Glen Ridge was held on Tuesday, April 22nd, 2008 in the Council Chamber of The Municipal Building, Glen Ridge, New Jersey at 7:30 p m.

Mayor Hughes led The Council and the citizens in attendance in a Salute to the Flag.

Mayor Hughes read a prepared statement that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided to the public as required by statutes.

Present: Mayor Hughes,  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick.

Absent:  None.

The following Borough Officers were in attendance;  Borough Attorney Malyska and Public Safety Director Magnier.
The Minutes of the Regular Meeting that was held on April 8th, 2008 were approved as submitted.
     Municipal Clerk Rohal presented the following written correspondence:

A letter to Administrator Rohal from Lloyd Provost of 57 Douglas Road, Glen Ridge advised the Council of his resignation from the Essex County College – West Essex Campus Advisory Board and requesting the Council to appoint a Glen Ridge representative to serve on the Board.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to Administrator Rohal from Bob Edmonds of Linwood, N.J. asking for support in sponsoring the ten annual Guts And Glory 5k Run in Ocean City, N. J.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Hughes from Stefan des Lauriers of 21 Herman Street, Glen Ridge advising that he is permanently disabled and requesting a handicapped spot be placed in front of his residence. Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Hughes and The Borough Council from James P. O’Grady, Parade Committee Chair, offering the services of the Kiwanis Club in coordinating the Borough’s 2008 Memorial Day parade and ceremony.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Administrator Rohal from Patricia Doyle requesting permission to put up 2 Indiana Bat houses at the Benson Street Parking Lot, attached to a 15 foot cedar pole.   Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to Mayor Hughes and the Borough Council from Joanne Diglio, Community Liaison, Glen Ridge Arts Patrons Association, announcing is sponsorship of the  20th  Annual Glen Ridge Arts Festival which will be held on Sat., May 10th on and around the Glen Ridge High School.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Administrator Rohal from Michael Gironta of 89 Ridgewood Avenue, Glen Ridge voicing his concerns with the recently completed town-wide reassessment.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to Mayor Hughes from County Executive, Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr., advising of a Public Hearing of the Essex County Special Transportation System on May 21st, 2008 in Orange.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.
     Police Lieutenant Mark P. Dailey discussed the motor vehicle pursuit that passed through Glen Ridge on Friday, April 18th at school dismissal time.   Lieutenant Dailey commended the Glen Ridge officers that were involved for maintaining public safety.


Mayor Hughes also commended the Department Of Public Safety on the handling of this very dangerous event.


Mayor Hughes also reminded everyone of the Arts Festival / Eco-Fair that will be held on Saturday, May 10th.  Mayor Hughes announced a few of the events that are being run by the Project Graduation Committee:   plant sale, duck race, ribbon and sign sale and a gold outing.  Mayor Hughes congratulated and thanked Lou Valentino and his committee for all of their hard work.

Mayor Hughes reported that the Green Acres grant application deadline has been extended for the improvements that are planned for the Hurrell Field track.


Mayor Hughes reported on the proposed project and dates for the Forest Avenue field.  

Mayor Hughes further reported that road work has begun on Hillside Avenue and that the project will take  2  months to complete.



Mayor Hughes also reported on the residing of the shed at the Freeman Gardens.
     Mr. Patrick Pignatello of 277 Baldwin Street, Glen Ridge reported on the deteriorating condition of the Ridgewood Avenue bridge over the N. J. Transit tracks.

Administrator Rohal reported that he has met with both Essex County Officials and N. J. Transit Officials and they each reported that the bridge is in satisfactory condition.


Mr. Pignatello once again commented on the height of the no turn on red sign at the Bloomfield and Highland Avenue intersection.  


Councilwoman Baker reported that traffic at this intersection backs up beyond Belleville Avenue.

Mrs. Yvonne Provost of 49 Douglas Road, Glen Ridge discussed the Duck Race Fundraiser being run by Project Graduation on May 10th and she asked if the trailers that are parked in the Hillside Avenue parking lot can be moved.

Administrator Rohal will assist in having these trailers moved.
     The following, after an explanation of items on the bill list was, introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Seyffarth and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                                       ( Resolution No. 81 - 08 )

   
CLAIMS - APPROVAL OF

    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 160 )

The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Seyffarth and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                   ( Resolution No. 82 - 08 )

   
DUPLICATE PAYMENTS – TAX – AUTHORIZING REFUNDS
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 161 )

The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Baker and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                                  ( Resolution No. 83 - 08 )

   
COUNCIL MEETING DATES – AMENDING - MONDAYS
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 161 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Sachs and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                   ( Resolution No. 84 - 08 )

   
ABC – CATERING LICENSE - APPROVING
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 162 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Sachs and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                   ( Resolution No. 85 - 08 )

   
LEGISLATION – VICTIMS ADVOCATES - SUPPORTING
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 162 & b )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Sachs and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                   ( Resolution No. 86 - 08 )

   
RAFFLE LICENSE – LINDEN HOME & SCHOOL - APPROVING
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 163 )
     Councilwoman Baker reminded everyone of the Eco-Fair that will be held on Sat., May 10th in The Glen.  Mrs. Baker stated that this will be a very educational and valuable experience for everyone attending. Exhibit items being planned for demonstration will include foods, solar panels, composting, etc.  

     Councilman Dawson reported on all Borough projects that are on-going are on schedule including work being done at the library, the residing of the shed at Freeman Gardens, the 2nd floor and dispatch in the Public Safety wing and the repairs at the Municipal Building.  

Councilman Dawson also reported on the tennis court bids, the track at Hurrell Field, the bleachers, shed, fencing and landscaping at Hurrell Field and the Public Works yard and building.  



Councilman Dawson thanked the members of the Public Safety Department for their cooperation during this reconstruction period and he reported that the water will be turned on today at the Freeman Courts and at the rest of the Borough’s parks by the end of the week.

     Councilman Lisovicz reported on field use at Hurrell, Carteret an Forest and he stated that the Board Of Education is cooperating with the use of each field in that the fields are only being used for games and not practices.
     Councilman Patrick reported that the feasibility study of the Benson Street railroad station is being reviewed by the Planning Board and that the study and recommendation will be sent to the Mayor and Council for action at the May 26th meeting.

     Borough Administrator Rohal reported that per the Land Use Law all resident within 200 feet of the station must be notified of any and all hearing regarding the future use of the station. 
     Borough Administrator Rohal reported on the Borough’s capital projects.  He stated that the Library Board Of Trustees will be donating funding for any additional improvements that may be beyond what has been budgeted.
Mr. Rohal reported that renovations to the Public Safety Department are  35  percent complete and that even with some change orders at the Public Works yard project is still within budget.  Mr. Rohal stated that due to extensive damage to the Municipal Building roof it may go over bid.
Mr. Rohal reported on the status of the Bench Mark project / report.  He stated that  5  towns have joined the consortium and the report is scheduled for release in the fall of  2009  and that at that point there may be as many  17  towns in the project.

Mr. Rohal announced that the Historic Trust application is due to be submitted in June.

Mr. Rohal also announced that the annual water flushing of hydrants by the Montclair Water Department will begin in May and he advised that residents will be notified when flushing will be done in their neighborhood.

Mr. Rohal also reminded everyone that the deadline for the filing of tax appeals is Thursday, May 1st.

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Patrick, seconded by Councilperson Sachs and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                   ( Resolution No. 87 - 08 )

   
ARBOR  DAY  -  DEDICATION
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 163 )
Mayor Hughes proclaimed the month of April as Child Abuse Prevention Month in The Borough and he called upon all citizens, community agencies, religious organization, medical facilities and businesses to become a powerful friend to children and parents by supporting the families in Glen Ridge.

Mayor Hughes proclaimed May 13th as  “LiveSTRONG”  Day in the Borough to exemplify the spirit of people affected by cancer-survivors caregivers, friends, family, physicians, nurses, social workers and researchers throughout New Jersey.

Mr. Patrick Pignatello of 277 Baldwin Street, Glen Ridge reported on the condition of the train tracks and rails on both the N. J.  Transit line and the Boonton line.   

     Mr. Nicholaas ten Velde of 138 Essex Avenue, Glen Ridge commented on Arbor Day festivities and his request for replacement of trees on his property.   

     Mr. Harry Rush of 53 High Street, Glen Ridge expressed his sincere thanks to Mayor Hughes for his presentation of the LiveSTRONG Proclamation read earlier and he urged and encouraged early cancer screenings for everyone.
     Mr. Alfredo Villela of 28 A  Herman Street, Glen Ridge voiced his unhappiness with the on-going parking problems in the Herman Street parking lot.

     Administrator Rohal reported that this problem will be reported and discussed at the next meeting of the Public Safety Committee and that a report will be made as to the findings at the next meeting of the Mayor and The Borough Council.   

The following was introduced by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Patrick and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                   ( Resolution No. 88 - 08 )
    ADJOURNED TO CLOSED SESSION - OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
     ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 - 163 )

Mayor Hughes declared that this meeting is hereby adjourned.
The Council adjourned at  8:31  p. m.

          Michael  J. Rohal
  Michael  J.  Rohal,   
                                     Municipal  Clerk                     
