                      GLEN RIDGE, N. J.  APRIL 24TH, 2007.   41   
A Regular Meeting of The Mayor And Borough Council of The Borough Of Glen Ridge was held on Tuesday, April 24th, 2007 in the Council Chamber of The Municipal Building, Glen Ridge, New Jersey at 
7:30 p. m.

Mayor Bergmanson led The Council and the citizens in attendance in a Salute to the Flag.

Mayor Bergmanson read a prepared statement that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided to the public as required by statutes.

Present:  Mayor Bergmanson, Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson.
Absent:  None.
The following Borough Officers were in attendance: Borough Attorney Malyska and Public Safety Captain Byron – Lagattuta. 
The Minutes of the Regular Meeting that was held on April 24th, 2007 were approved as submitted. 
     Municipal Clerk Rohal presented the following written communications:

A letter to Mayor Bergmanson and the Borough Council from Amanda Alampi, a Glen Ridge High School student, advising that the high school will be hosting a fundraiser, Alex’s Lemonade Stand, throughout the months of April and May that will raise funding for childhood cancer research.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson and the Borough Council from James T. Lynch of 53 Clinton Road, Glen Ridge suggesting that Glen Ridge consider the use of batter operated motor scooters for use in preventing and controlling crime in the Borough.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Administrator Rohal from Paul Smith, Regional Manager, Bureau Of Safe Drinking Water advising that the Glen Ridge Standard Monitoring Plan for compliance with the Stage 2 DBPR Initial Distribution System Evaluation (IDSE) requirement ha been approved by the Bureau Of Safe Drinking Water. Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Kris Kolluri, Commissioner, Department Of Transportation advising Glen Ridge that application will now be accepted for the N.J.D.O.T. Local Bikeway Program.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to Municipal Clerk Rohal from Mehdi Mohammadish, P.E. County Traffic Engineer, answering questions posed by Carl Kindberg of 12 Herman Street, Glen Ridge, pertaining to intersection improvements that have been recently made at the Belleville, Highland and Glen Ridge Avenue and the Bloomfield and Ridgewood Avenue intersections.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to Municipal Clerk Rohal from Gwen Cogan, Franchise Service Manager, Verizon advising that Statutes requires all CATV companies to interconnect their networks with Verizon on reasonable terms and conditions in order to allow for the dissemination of Glen Ridge’s PEG channels to Verizon NJ’s FiOS TV subscribers.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to the members of the Third Meeting Third River Sewer from Paul D. Lasek, P.E. Bloomfield Township Engineer advising of correspondence from property owners of 4 Wells Court, Bloomfield, expressing concerns related to a recurring sanitary sewer back-up problem.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that he be given a copy of this letter.


A letter to R. David Paulison, Administrator, Federal Emergency Management Agency from Congressman Bill Pascrell, Jr. requesting urgency to assist New Jersey’s Passaic River Basin in recovering from the widespread flooding caused by a recent Nor’easter.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson and the Borough Council from Thomas J. Powell, Chairman, Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission, advising of the adoption of a Resolution, Authorizing the Issuance of   

$ 29,500,000 Subordinate Sewer System Bonds.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.
    A letter to Municipal Clerk Rohal from Lorissa Whitaker, Cross-acceptance Coordinator, Office Of Smart Growth advising that the Office Of Smart Growth will conduct a public hearing on May 3rd, in Roseland, on Essex County’s report for the third round of the Cross-acceptance process pursuant to the New Jersey State Planning rules.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson and the Borough Council from Patricia LaRocco of 162 Midland Avenue, Glen Ridge requesting permission to close Midland Avenue between Linden Avenue and Washington Street on May 27th, 2007 for the purpose of conducting a neighborhood block party.   Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson and the Borough Council from Laura Curtin of 298 Forest Avenue, Glen Ridge requesting permission to close Forest Avenue between Glen Ridge Parkway and Sunset Avenue on July 28th, 2007 for the purpose of conducting a neighborhood block party.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.
     Mr. Charles J. Tuozzolo of 23 Wildwood Terrace. Glen Ridge thanked Mayor Bergmanson for his immediate response to his emails.  Mr. Tuozzolo went on to voice his personal concerns on the graffiti at the Benson Street Station and in the area Osborne Street and the vandalism in the area as well.  Mr. Tuozzolo went on to say that the area lacked periodic police patrols.

Mayor Bergmanson reported that the graffiti is removed as soon as it is reported or noticed by the Borough.  Mayor Bergmanson reported that more lighting is needed in the area and that the Benson Street parking lot is going to be reconfigured.  Mayor Bergmanson also stated that camera’s might eliminate some of the issues in the area.
     Councilwoman Brewster reported that she is also in receipt of Mr. Tuozzolo’s email and that this matter will be the number one agenda item at the next meeting of the Public Safety Committee.

     Councilman Lisovicz suggested that Mr. Tuozzolo not take the law into his hands and to let the Police do their job.
     Councilman Brewster stated that the Police Department have responded immediately to Mr. Tuozzolo’s calls. 

     Mr. Tuozzolo stated that he doesn’t feel safe in his neighborhood and he suggested the police department use the motorcycle to patrol the area.

     Mr. Nicholaas ten Velde of 138 Essex Avenue, Glen Ridge, voiced his support of Mr. Tuozzolo’s concerns.  Mr. ten Velde also raised issues with the fields, tennis courts, police, Essex Avenue and Outlook Place. 
     Mayor Bergmanson acknowledged Mr. ten Velte’s concerns.
     Mr. George Azrak, Jr. of 193 Midland Avenue, Glen Ridge, stated that the Library Board did not choose the lowest proposal for the library improvements design and stated his concerns.
     Mayor Bergmanson stated that the decision was the Library Board’s and he is confident they followed proper procedures in making the recommendation and were working in the best interest of the Borough. 
     Mayor Bergmanson reported that he attended the recent Conference Of Mayors and that they are advocating for additional fair school funding.  Mayor Bergmanson expects an increase in school aid this year.


Mayor Bergmanson reported that he recently met with Maplewood Mayor Fred Profeta to discuss green initiatives while attending the 10th anniversary of the Maplewood jitney celebration.
     Councilwoman Brewster reported that this Borough will also be forming a Glen Ridge committee to better address these initiatives.  
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                  ( Resolution No.  84 - 07 )
   
CLAIMS - APPROVAL OF

    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 47 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded 

by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  

Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                  ( Resolution No.  86 - 07 )

   
2007  BUDGET –  TITLE  ONLY
     ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No. 16 – 49 )
    The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                  ( Resolution No.  87 - 07 )

   
DUPLICATE TAX PAYMENTS - REIMBURSEMENTS 
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 49 )
    The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                  ( Resolution No.  88 - 07 )
   
VETERAN’S DEDUCTION - REFUND 
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 50 )
     Councilwoman Brewster reported that the next meeting of the Public Safety Committee will be on May 7th, 2007 at 5:30 pm in the Police Chief’s office and all residents are invited to attend.

     Councilwoman Brewster also reported that she recently attended the flute concert that was held in the Council Chamber and that it was a wonderful show and a great use of film fund monies. 
     It was moved by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilperson Sachs that permission be granted to the residents of Midland Avenue and Forest Avenue to conduct their annual neighborhood block parties per the dates and times as stated in their correspondence, read earlier to the Mayor And the Borough Council.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none. 

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Baker, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                  ( Resolution No.  89 - 07 )

   
MEMORIAL  DAY  -  AUTHORIZING  VOLUNTEERS 
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 50 )
     Mayor Bergmanson reported that a Borough newsletter from the Council is in its final stages and that it will be mailed to residents within the week.

     Mayor Bergmanson reported on the Environmental Fair and stated that there was good attendance in spite of the weather.
     Councilwoman Seyffarth reported that the Public Works Committee met earlier this evening and the Committee discussed the following agenda items:  hours worked during the recent nor’easter,  the cleaning of sewers and pumping of basements,  on-going road projects,  the Rutgers study and the Departments project.
     Councilman Lisovicz reported that the Citizens Advisory Committee for the fields will meet on April 26th and that all are invited to attend and that the Advisory Committee’s goal is to report back to the Parks And Recreation Committee its findings in May.
     Councilman Dawson complimented the Public Works Department for the work and clean up done during the recent heavy rain and wind storm.

     Mayor Bergmanson also complimented the Department for the work done with very limited resources and he also complimented Administrator Rohal for all of his efforts.  

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz, Dawson and Mayor Bergmanson voting aye and noes none:                  
( Resolution No.  90 - 07 )

   
HISTORIC PROPERTY REINVESTMENT ACT - SUPPORTING 
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 51 )
     Councilperson Sachs explained the Library Board’s decision making process for the selection of an architect and the reasoning for selecting the architect. Councilperson Sachs stated that he attended the meeting and supported the Board’s decision.

    The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                  ( Resolution No.  85 - 07 )

   
LIBRARY DESIGN – IMPROVEMENTS - CONTRACT 
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 48 )
     Administrator Rohal also complimented the Department Of Public Works.
     Administrator Rohal reported that the County Clerk’s satellite office will be here in Glen Ridge on the 1st  and 2nd Tuesday’s each month in addition to their once a month visit to the Library on the third Saturday.

     Administrator Rohal also announced that the County Executive will once again be conducting a hazardous material collection on Saturday, May 5th and a computer collection on May 19th in Cedar Grove.

     Mayor Bergmanson encouraged all residents to take part in these two “green initiatives” that will ultimately help save the environment.

     Administrator Rohal reviewed the time-line for the pending property revaluation. 
     Mayor Bergmanson urged anyone with questions to contact Administrator Rohal or Tax Assessor Merdinger.

     Public Safety Captain Byron – Lagattuta announced that the crime prevention bureau will have a booth at the Arts Festival on May 12th.

     Captain Byron – Lagattuta also reported that an outreach effort will be made to establish a neighborhood watch in the Wildwood Terrace neighborhood.

     Mayor Bergmanson, once again, urged anyone and everyone to pick up the phone and call the police whenever they might see or suspect something suspicious going on in their neighborhood.

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Lisovicz, seconded by Councilperson Baker and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                  ( Resolution No.  91 - 07 )

ADJOURNED TO CLOSED SESSION - OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 51 )
     Mayor Bergmanson declared that this meeting is hereby adjourned.

     The Council adjourned at  8:23  p. m.

                    Michael J. Rohal  
                                         Michael  J.  Rohal,   

                                     Municipal  Clerk                     
