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A Regular Meeting of The Mayor And Borough Council of The Borough Of Glen Ridge was held on Tuesday, May 9th, 2006 in the Council Chamber of The Municipal Building, Glen Ridge, New Jersey at  7:30  p. m.

Mayor Bergmanson led The Council and the citizens in attendance in a Salute to the Flag.

Mayor Bergmanson read a prepared statement that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided to the public as required by statutes.

Present:  Mayor Bergmanson, Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth and Hughes.

Absent:  Councilman  Dawson.

The following Borough Officers were in attendance: Borough Attorney Malyska and Public Safety Director Magnier.

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting that was held on April 25th, 2006 were approved as submitted.

Municipal Clerk Rohal presented the following written communications:

A letter to Borough Administrator Rohal from Mr. Jim O’Grady of 104 Clark Street, Glen Ridge requesting permission to close Clark Street between Hillside And Ridgewood Avenue on May 29th for the purpose of conducting their annual neighborhood block party.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.

A letter to Municipal Clerk Rohal from Patricia LaRocca of 162 Midland Avenue, Glen Ridge requesting permission to close Midland Avenue for the purpose of conducting their annual neighborhood block party.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.

A letter to Municipal Clerk Rohal from Anne Russomano of 224 Forest Avenue, Glen Ridge requesting permission to conduct a neighborhood block sale.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.

A letter to Mayor Bergmanson and the Borough Council from Kathleen Lawrie of 180 Hawthorne Avenue, Glen Ridge requesting Council’s support in creating “Pesticide Free Zones” in our public parks.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.

A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Renee Kessler, Chief Operating Officer, Mountainside Hospital updating the present status of Mountainside Hospital and further advising that closing the doors of the hospital is not an option.  Mayor 
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Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Council as a Whole.
A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from John Rosenow, President of the National Arbor Day Foundation congratulating Glen Ridge on being named as a 2005 Tree City U.S.A.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Bryan J. Christiansen, Executive Director, Passaic Valley Sewerage Commissioners inviting the Mayor to a meeting on May 16th for the purpose of an update on the Passaic River Superfund cleanup situation since January 2005.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.   Borough Attorney Malyska noted that he will attend the meeting.
A letter to Administrator Rohal from Dennis Hart, Executive Director, New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust advising that the request from Glen Ridge that pre-award approval of construction of water mains in the Borough has been granted.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Susan Jacobucci, Director Division Of Local Government Services advising of the amendment between the Division and the Borough to increase the time period allowed for the expenditure of Agreement Funds in the amount of  

$ 50,000.00  has been extended to December 31st, 2006.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A Resolution to Mayor Bergmanson adopted by the Cedar Grove governing body opposing Senate Bill S-1219 and S-366 that would amend the Open Public Records Act and the Open Public Meetings Act.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to Municipal Clerk Rohal for a possible agenda item of the next Council meeting.
Mayor Bergmanson warned all Glen Ridge residents that we are now in a drought watch and he urged all residents to begin voluntary restrictions.
Mayor Bergmanson proclaimed the week of May 15th – 20th as Police Officer’s Week in the Borough and he urged all residents to support our Police Department.

Mayor Bergmanson suspended the Regular Order Of Business to accommodate a public hearing on the  2006  Local Municipal Budget.   ( 7:39  p. m. )
Municipal Clerk Rohal read the following especially prepared statement:

Mr. Mayor, this is the time fixed for the Public Hearing of The Local Municipal Budget for the year  2006.  The Budget was 
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introduced on March 28th, 2006  by The Borough Council, and it was advertised in full as required by law, on Thursday, April 6th, 2006, together with a notice of The Public Hearing, for this time.  Printed copies have been made available to the public during this past week and a supply is here for anyone desiring a copy.

The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Mehrotra and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth and Hughes voting aye and noes none:

(  Resolution No.  86 – 06 )

2006  BUDGET  -  READING TITLE ONLY
( See Resolution Book No. 15 – Page No. 15 – 178 )


Mayor Bergmanson called upon Councilman Sachs, Chairman of The Finance And Administration Committee to detail the major portions of the  2006  Municipal Budget.


Councilman Sachs gave an extensive report on the proposed 2006 municipal budget.  The salient presentation points were that the total expenditures increased $551,226 or 5.09%; revenues increased by $202,695 or 6.13%; the increase in revenue to be raised by taxes is $348,531 which equals 14 points or a 4.51% increase; major cost drivers are pension, insurance, natural gas, sewer treatment & police salaries; 2005 tax collection was at 98.9% which was the best rate in years reduced the mandated reserve allocation for uncollected taxes; an increase in equalized value will result from the Reserve and Matchless Metals developments which will increase tax revenues in 2007 and 2008. Councilman Sachs noted that the Borough is applying for extraordinary aid which means the Borough cannot adopt the municipal budget until the state budget is set.  Councilman Sachs stated that the state must adopt its budget by June 30th unless the legislature extends the deadline. Final adoption is expected to be in July. 
Mayor Bergmanson thanked Councilman Sachs for his very thorough presentation. 

Mayor Bergmanson opened the public hearing of the  2006  Municipal Budget.
With no further questions or remarks forthcoming, Mayor Bergmanson entertained a Motion to close the public hearing.

It was moved by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Mehrotra that the public hearing on the  2006  Municipal budget be closed. The Motion was adopted by an aye and
no vote; Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth and Hughes voting aye and noes none.


Mayor Bergmanson declared the public hearing closed and he resumed the Regular Order Of Business.  ( 8:00  p. m. )

 
The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth and Dawson voting aye and noes none:
( Resolution No.  87 - 06 )
   
CLAIMS - APPROVAL OF

    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 179 )
The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth and Hughes voting aye and noes none:
( Resolution No.  88 - 06 )
   
WATER RATE - ESTABLISHING
    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 180 )

     Ordinance No.  1443  entitled:

     AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER  3  OF
     CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GLEN RIDGE TO


INCREASE AND ADD FEES FOR SPECIFIC SERVICES
was presented for final reading.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilman Sachs.   Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that the Ordinance had been published and posted as required by statutes.

Mayor Bergmanson declared the meeting open for a public hearing on the Ordinance.  No objections were presented to the final passage of the Ordinance.   Mayor Bergmanson declared the public hearing closed.  It was moved by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Seyffarth that Ordinance No.  1443  be finally passed.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth and Hughes voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Bergmanson declared that this Ordinance is finally adopted.
     Councilwoman Brewster reported that the Public Safety Committee met on Thursday, May 4th.


Councilwoman Brewster presented the unanimous recommendations of the Public Safety Committee pertaining to leaf blowers.  Councilwoman Brewster outlined the recommendations and she stated that an Ordinance will be prepared that would regulate hours and days that leaf blowers could be used.
     Mayor Bergmanson thanked Public Safety Chairwoman Brewster and the Public Safety Committee for all of their hard work in this matter. 
     Ordinance No.  1444  entitled:


AN ORDINANCE AMENDING GLEN RIDGE


CODE  TITLE  2,  CHAPTER  2.40

was presented for final reading.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Brewster.   Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that the Ordinance had been published and posted as required by statutes. Mayor Bergmanson declared the meeting open for a public hearing on the Ordinance.  No objections were presented to the final passage of the Ordinance.   Mayor Bergmanson declared the public hearing closed.  It was moved by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilperson Sachs that Ordinance No.  1444  be finally passed.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth and Hughes voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Bergmanson declared that this Ordinance is finally adopted.

     Councilwoman Seyffarth reported that the tree removal project will finishing up and that the planting of  100  new trees will soon begin.
     Councilwoman Seyffarth also reported that one of the Borough’s jitney’s recently broke down but that with the addition of a back-up jitney there was no loss of jitney service.
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Hughes and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth and Hughes voting aye and noes none:
( Resolution No.  89 - 06 )
   
CONTRACT – WATER INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT
    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 18 )

The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Hughes and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth and Hughes voting aye and noes none:
( Resolution No.  90 - 06 )
   
STREET PROJECT – CHANGE ORDER
    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 18 )

     Councilman Hughes reported that activity at the Community Center has increased dramatically.

     Councilman Hughes also reported that the Freeman Tennis Courts are now open and that there are  174  paid members.     
     Councilman Hughes added that the Borough has employed an adjunct tennis pro to work on the courts and to give tennis lessons.  

Councilman Hughes reported that he has reviewed Recreation Coordinator Cowan’s summer camp program and that it look great.

Councilman Hughes reported on the youth track program and that 65 -  5th to 8th graders have signed up.  The group meets twice a week with instructor Debbie Heintzman.  

     Ordinance No.  1445  entitled:


AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING TITLES FOR


NON-UNION AND OTHER EMPLOYEES OF THE


BOROUGH OF GLEN RIDGE AND FIXING THE

2006  MAXIMUM ANNUAL SALARIES AND


OTHER COMPENSATIONS FOR THOSE TITLES
was presented for final reading.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Hughes. Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that the Ordinance had been published and posted as required by statutes. Mayor Bergmanson declared the meeting open for a public hearing on the Ordinance.  No objections were presented to the final passage of the Ordinance.   Mayor Bergmanson declared the public hearing closed.  It was moved by Councilperson Hughes, seconded by Councilperson Seyffarth that Ordinance No.  1445  be finally passed.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth and Hughes voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Bergmanson declared that this Ordinance is finally adopted.

     Public Safety Director announced that the Police Department has trained officers to inspect and instruct parents on the proper use child safety seats.

     Director Magnier also encouraged all children walking home from school to do so in pairs.

     It was moved by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilperson Sachs that permission be granted to the residents requesting that their respective streets be closed in order to conduct their annual block parties and block garage sales.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth and Hughes voting aye and noes none.
     Mayor Bergmanson extended his best wishes for a speedy recovery to Nick ten Velde and he looked forward to seeing him at the next Council meeting.
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Hughes, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;
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Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth and Hughes voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No. 91 - 06 )
ADJOURNED TO CLOSED SESSION - OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
     ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No.  15 - 18 )

Mayor Bergmanson declared that this meeting is hereby adjourned.

The Council adjourned at 8:31  p. m.

     Michael J. Rohal  
   Michael  J.  Rohal,   
                             Municipal  Clerk                     
