                  GLEN RIDGE,  N. J.
MAY 10th, 2005.  41
A Regular Meeting of The Mayor And Borough Council of The Borough Of Glen Ridge was held on Tuesday, May 10th, 2005 in the Council Chamber of The Municipal Building, Glen Ridge, New Jersey at  7:30  p. m.

Mayor Bergmanson led The Council and the citizens in attendance in a Salute to the Flag.

Mayor Bergmanson read a prepared statement that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided to the public as required by statutes.

Present: Mayor Bergmanson, Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Carnevale and Hughes.

Absent:  None. 

The following Borough Officers were in attendance:  Borough Attorney and The Director Of Public Safety Magnier.

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting that was held on April 26th, 2005 were approved as submitted.

Municipal Clerk Rohal presented the following written communications:
A letter to Administrator Rohal from Betsy Allemand of 19 Clark Street, Glen Ridge requesting permission to close Clark Street on Saturday, May 21st, 2005 for the purpose of conducting their annual neighborhood block party.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.

A letter to Administrator Rohal from Jim O’Grady of 104 Clark Street, Glen Ridge requesting permission to close Clark Street on Monday, May 30th, 2005 for the purpose of conducting their annual neighborhood block party.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.


A letter to Lieutenant Paul Bruno from Robert Gaydosh, State Of New Jersey, Division Of Highway Traffic Safety, advising that the Glen Ridge application for funding of the  “Click-it  or  Ticket”  grant has been approved in the amount of

$ 4,000.   Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Thomas G. Meeker of 38 Chestnut Hill Place, Glen Ridge thanking Mayor Bergmanson for his quick response to his letter about dead branches that were overhanging his property.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Judith Fischman of 46 Clark Street, Bloomfield reporting an act of kindness on the part of crossing guard Val Jackson on March 28th, 2005 during a very heavy rain storm.   Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Riddy Khan of 126 Carteret Street, Glen Ridge, reporting excessive noise from the public address system, garbage left on Carteret field after events and unauthorized parking on Carteret Street.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Parks And Recreation Committee.

A letter to Administrator Rohal from Peter Caprio, Business Administrator or the Glen Ridge Public Schools voicing his concerns about the late tax payments to the Glen Ridge Board Of Education.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Finance And Administration Committee.


A letter to Administrator Rohal from New Jersey Transit advising of two public hearings in September to receive comments from interested parties concerning programs developed pursuant to the Senior Citizen and Resident Transportation Assistance Act.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Dennis W. Devery, Recruiting And Retention Manager, New Jersey Army National Guard, advising of scholarship and tuition-free opportunities for New Jersey students.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A Resolution to Municipal Clerk Rohal, adopted by the West Orange governing body, urging support for full funding for Community Development Block Grants.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.



A Resolution to Municipal Clerk Rohal, adopted by the West

Orange governing body, recognizing April 2005 as National Autism Awareness Month.   Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A Resolution to Municipal Clerk Rohal, adopted by the Cranford governing body urging support for proposed legislation referred to as “Christopher’s Law”.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered
that the correspondence be filed.

Peter Jordon, 45 Highland Avenue, reviewed the property reevaluation process in Newark , Maplewood and Millburn.


Jackie Yustein, 328 Washington Street, Glen Ridge, extended greetings from the County Executive and announced that the County’s Annual Open House was taking place on May 14th at Turtle Back Zoo.  She also announced the County Fishing Derby was opening on May 14th.
Councilman Sachs reviewed the Bills List. 
The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Carnevale and Hughes voting aye and noes none:
( Resolution No.  81 – 05 )

   
CLAIMS - APPROVAL OF

    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 - 49 ) 
The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilwoman Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote; Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth,  Carnevale and Hughes voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No. 82 – 05 )

 
TAX  REFUND – DUPLICATE PAYMENTS 
    ( See Resolution Book No.
 15  -  Page No.  15 - 50 ) 

The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;. Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Carnevale and Hughes voting aye and noes none:
( Resolution NO.  83 – 05 )

TAXES – APPROVAL OF – INSTALLMENT PLAN

( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No.  15 – 50 )
Councilwoman Brewster announced that there will be a benefit for Officer Robert Zeuner on May 15th and that there will be an outreach meeting for a Benson Street Park on May 11th. 

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilwoman Sachs and adopted by an aye and no vote; Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth,  Carnevale and Hughes voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No. 84 – 05  )

 
AWARD  CONTRACT  -  POLICE – S.U.V. PURCHASE 
    ( See Resolution Book No.
 15  -  Page No.  15 - 51 ) 

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilperson Sachs and adopted by an aye and no vote; Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth,  Carnevale and Hughes voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No. 85 – 05  )

 
DARWIN PLACE – CLOSING – WEEKENDS & HOLIDAYS (Tabled)
    ( See Resolution Book No.
 15  -  Page No.  15 - 51 ) 

It was moved by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilperson Hughes that permission be granted to the residents requesting that their streets be closed for the purpose of conducting their annual block parties per the dates and times as stated in their correspondence to the Mayor And Council.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Carnevale and Hughes voting aye and noes none.
     Councilman Mehrotra reported that the Glen Park Committee is holding a Fund Raiser.  Bricks can be purchased which will be placed in Founders’ Plaza for donations of $100.00 or more.
     Councilwoman Seyffarth congratulated Channel 36 for their efforts and reported that Channel 36 has switched its Bulletin Board and now can accept Power Point presentations. 
     Ordinance No.  1424  entitled:


AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER  9.16,


OFFENSES PERTAINING TO PROPERTY,


CREATING SECTION  9.16.035,  YARD


WASTE, ESTABLISH REQUIREMENTS FOR


THE PROPER HANDLING OF YARD WASTE


IN THE BOROUGH OF GLEN RIDGE, 


ESSEX COUNTY,  NEW JERSEY
was presented for final reading.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Seyffarth.  Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that the Ordinance had been published and posted as required by statutes.  Mayor Bergmanson declared the meeting open for a public hearing on the Ordinance.  No objections were presented for the final passage of the Ordinance.  Mayor Bergmanson declared the public hearing closed.  It was moved by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Carnevale that Ordinance No.  1424  be finally passed.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Carnevale and Hughes voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Bergmanson declared that this Ordinance is finally adopted.

     Ordinance No.  1425  entitled:


AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SECTION  8.60


OF THE BOROUGH CODE TO PROHIBIT THE


FEEDING OF UNCONFINED WILDLIFE IN ANY


PUBLIC PARK OR DEN ON AN OTHER


PROPERTY OWNED OR OPERATED BY BOROUGH 
     OF GLEN RIDGE, ESSEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
was presented for final reading.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Seyffarth.  Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that the Ordinance had been published and posted as required by statutes.  Mayor Bergmanson declared the meeting open for a public hearing on the Ordinance.  No objections were presented for the final passage of the Ordinance.  Mayor Bergmanson declared the public hearing closed.  It was moved by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Carnevale that Ordinance No.  1425  be finally passed.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Carnevale and Hughes voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Bergmanson declared that this Ordinance is finally adopted.

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Sachs and adopted by an aye and no vote; Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth,  Carnevale and Hughes voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No. 86 – 05  )

 
CHANGE ORDER – WATER IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
    ( See Resolution Book No.
 15  -  Page No.  15 - 52 ) 

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Carnevale and adopted by an aye and no vote; Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth,  Carnevale and Hughes voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No. 87 – 05  )

 
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS - FUNDING 
    ( See Resolution Book No.
 15  -  Page No.  15 - 52 ) 

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Carnevale and adopted by an aye and no vote; Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth,  Carnevale and Hughes voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No. 88 – 05  )

 
PUBLIC WORKS VEHICLES – PURCHASE OF
    ( See Resolution Book No.
 15  -  Page No.  15 - 53 ) 
The following was introduced by Councilperson Carnevale, seconded by Councilperson Seyffarth.  

After a discussion amongst the members of the Borough Council it was moved by Councilman Sachs, seconded by Councilman Hughes that the following Resolution be amended to include a sunset provision.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Carnevale and Hughes voting aye and noes none.
The amended Resolution was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Carnevale,
and Hughes voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No.  89 – 05 )

SKATEBROARD  -  PROCEDURES
     ( See Resolution Book No. 15  -  Page No.  15 - 53 )
   
Mayor Bergmanson suspended the Regular Order Of Business to accommodate a public hearing on the  2005  Local Municipal Budget.   ( 8:37  p. m. )

Municipal Clerk Rohal read the following especially prepared statement:


Mr. Mayor, this is the time fixed for the Public Hearing of The Local Municipal Budget for the year  2005.  The Budget was approved on March 24th, 2005  by The Borough Council and it was advertised in full, as required by law, on Thursday, April 7th, 2005, together with a notice of The Public Haring for this time.  Printed copies have been made available to the public during this past week and a supply is here for anyone desiring a copy.

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Carnevale and adopted by an aye and no vote; Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth,  Carnevale and Hughes voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No. 90 – 05  )

 
2005  BUDGET  -  READING TITLE ONLY 
    ( See Resolution Book No.
 15  -  Page No.  15 - 54 ) 
Mayor Bergmanson called upon Councilman Sachs, Chairman of the Finance And Administration Committee to detail the major portions of the  2005  Municipal Budget.

     Councilperson Sachs reported on the cost drivers and revenue reductions in the budget. Councilperson Sachs stated that the municipal budget is still in a preliminary stage due to 
lack of a final state aid number.  It is expected that the Borough will receive the final information required to adopt the budget in late June or early July. Councilperson Sachs reviewed revenues received after the introduction of the budget.

The Borough must now pay into the Police & Firefighter Pension System (police only for us) for the retirement portion.  For the past several years we have been exempt from this payment due to the fact that the State was using monies invested in the retirement system to cover the municipal contribution. This is year two of a five year phase-in plan.  At the end of year five the entire employer contribution will be the responsibility of The Borough.

Salary increases of 4% for police and 3 for CWA employees are accounted for in the budget.

Across the nation we have experienced a dramatic increase in price of natural gas which impacted the Borough.  

Verizon successfully appealed their taxes. This loss of property taxes reduces the total assessed value of  properties in the Borough increasing the tax rate.

     Based upon an agreements with the Passaic Valley Sewer Commission, treatment costs have increased significantly ($40,000).

Councilperson Sachs reviewed the Capital Expense appropriations and the commitment of the Mayor and Council to restore the Capital Improvements Fund to an appropriate level.  Councilperson Sachs noted the Capital Reserve is under funded and action must be taken this year to assure proper funding of capital projects in the future.  The Fund is approximately $700,000  below the calculated replacement values. At the proposed level of funding, the Capital Fund should reach its target value of approximately  $1,000,000  in two years.

Councilperson Sachs also noted that the Borough will not replace the sweeper at a cost of  $130,000.  The Borough is seeking a shared service agreement for the sweeping function.  The funds which were designated for the sweeper will be used for truck replacements. 

Councilperson Sachs reviewed the impact of Extraordinary Aid and what measures the Borough will take if we are unsuccessful in our application.

Councilperson Sachs stated that $300,000 from the Matchless Metal transaction which is included in the 2004 surplus will be used for the Capital Fund appropriation.  Councilperson Sachs sated that the majority of the surplus was Deferred School Tax and gave a cursory explanation of the use of Deferred School Tax. Councilperson Sachs stated that he is willing to meet with residents who desire a more detailed explanation.

 Mayor Bergmanson opened the public hearing on the 2005 Municipal Budget.

     Mr. Nicholas ten Velde of 138 Essex Avenue, Glen Ridge, commented on share service agreements and vehicle maintenance. 
     With no further questions or remarks forthcoming, Mayor Bergmanson entertained a Motion to close the public hearing.

It was moved by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Brewster, that the public hearing on the  2005  Municipal Budget be closed.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Carnevale and Hughes voting aye and noes none.

Mayor Bergmanson declared the public hearing closed and he resumed the Regular Order Of Business.   ( 8:59  p. m. )

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Carnevale, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;
Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Carnevale and Hughes voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No. 91 - 05 )

     ADJOURNED TO CLOSED SESSION - OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
     ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No.  15 - 54 )

Mayor Bergmanson declared that this meeting is hereby  adjourned.

The Council adjourned at  9:02  p. m.
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                                     Michael  J.  Rohal,   

                                       Municipal  Clerk                     
