                  GLEN RIDGE, N. J.  MAY 23, 2006.  61 
A Regular Meeting of The Mayor And Borough Council of The Borough Of Glen Ridge was held on Tuesday, May 23rd, 2006 in the Council Chamber of The Municipal Building, Glen Ridge, New Jersey at  7:30  p. m.

Mayor Bergmanson led The Council and the citizens in attendance in a Salute to the Flag.

Mayor Bergmanson read a prepared statement that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided to the public as required by statutes.

Present:  Mayor Bergmanson, Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson.

Absent:  None.
The following Borough Officers were in attendance: Borough Attorney Malyska and Public Safety Director Magnier.

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting that was held on May 9th, 2006 were approved as submitted.

Municipal Clerk Rohal presented the following written communications:

A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Michael E. Restaino, Executive Director Of North Jersey District Water Supply Commission advising of their intention to Revise Overdraft Rule Wanaque North.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Isabel Miranda, Esq., counsel of the North Jersey District Water Supply Commission advising of the Commission’s application for financing through the New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust  2006.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to Administrator Rohal from Michael Locascio, Assistant Superintendent of Water Operations in Montclair, advising of the commencement of the spring hydrant inspection and flushing program in Glen Ridge on June 4th.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to Municipal Clerk Rohal from Gideon E. Katz advising of a series of floods in the basement of his home located at  36 Glen Park Road.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.
Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that this location has been put on a regular maintenance schedule.

A letter to Mayor Bergmanson and the Borough Council from Tricia Barrett of Glen Ridge, chairperson for the upcoming  “A Taste Of Glen Ridge – Gourmet Kitchen Tour”, requesting permission to erect hanging advertising banners and to use the Borough’s jitney bus as a shuttle service for elderly participants.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Community Affairs and Public Relations Committee.

A Resolution to Mayor Bergmanson adopted by the West Orange governing body urging the Governor and State Legislature to conduct a special legislative session to discuss the rising property taxes throughout the State Of New Jersey.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence be filed.
A Resolution to Mayor Bergmanson adopted by the Cedar Grove governing body urging the Governor and the State Legislature to cut spending and not to raise taxes for FY State budget 2007.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

Mr. Robert Gropper of 255 Forest Avenue, Glen Ridge presented the “Safe Homes Program”  to Mayor Bergmanson and the Borough Council.  Mr. Gropper reported that this program has been endorsed by the Mayor And Borough Council, the Home And School Association,  The Board Of Education,  The Glen Ridge Athletic Association,  The Glen Ridge Police Department,  The Municipal Alliance Committee,  The Women’s Club,  The Congregational Church,  The North Side Association,  Christ Episcopal Church and The Rotary Club.
Ms. Theresa Messineo of 63 Hawthorne Avenue, Glen Ridge stated that the organization has books and videos and continued the “Safe Homes” presentation.
Mr. Patrick Pignatello of 277 Baldwin Street, Glen Ridge requested that the hedges at Minnie Lucie be cut down. 
Mr. John J. Hiner of 116 Essex Avenue, Glen Ridge expressed his concern about speeding on Essex Avenue and requested the Borough to take steps (traffic calming & enforcement) to reduce speeding.
Councilwoman Brewster reported that any traffic calming devices proposed for Essex Avenue has the full support of the Public Safety Committee.

Mayor Bergmanson reported that the matter on this evening’s Council agenda.
Borough Administrator Rohal reported that he has met with Bloomfield Administrator Palagano to discuss Essex Avenue.
The following residents expressed their concern about speeding on Essex Avenue and requested the Borough to take steps (traffic calming & enforcement) to reduce speeding:

Ms. Joann K. Fagan of 118 Essex Avenue, Glen Ridge,  Mr. Christopher and Mrs. Kathleen Ward of 58 Essex Avenue, Glen Ridge and Mr. Joseph Connaghan of 126 Forest Avenue, Glen Ridge. 

Mrs. Patricia Barrett of 213 Sherman Avenue, Glen Ridge addressed the Council pertaining to her letter, read earlier, in regards to the “Gourmet Kitchen Tour”.

Mayor Bergmanson informed Mrs. Barrett that each member of the Council has received a copy of her letter and that it was read into the Minutes and referred to the Community Affairs and Public Relations Committee for study and recommendation.  Mayor Bergmanson also advised Mrs. Barrett that her letter will be discussed at the next Community Affairs and Public Relations Committee meeting. 

Mrs. Theresa Messineo reported that information of the Safe Homes Program can be found on the Borough’s website.

Mayor Bergmanson presented a proclamation honoring Eagle Scouts Jeremy Francis Kane, Eric Robert Olson, Christopher J. Matthews, Sean Patrick Flannery and Alexander Michael Flannery and he commended each of them for attaining this highest scouting honor. 

The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Mehrotra and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:
( Resolution No.  92 - 06 )
   
CLAIMS - APPROVAL OF

    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 182 )
The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Dawson. 
( Resolution No.  93 - 06 )
   
LEGISLATION – SUPPORTING SMART BILL LEGISLATION
    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 183 )

     After a lengthy discussion amongst the members of the Council it was moved by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilperson Hughes that this Resolution be tabled pending further study.  The Motion to table the aforementioned Resolution was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Brewster, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and Councilpersons Sachs and Mehrotra voting no.

     Mayor Bergmanson declared that this Resolution is hereby tabled.

Councilwoman Brewster presented the written reports of the Public Safety Department for the month of April 2006.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the report be filed.


Councilwoman Brewster reported that Patrolman Merritt Carr has been recognized by the State Office of Mother’s Against Drunk Drivers for leading the Department in drunk driving arrests.  Councilwoman Brewster congratulated the Police Department and Patrolman Carr.


The following was introduced by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilperson Sachs and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:
( Resolution No.  94 - 06 )
   
ESSEX AVENUE – TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES
    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 184 )

     Councilwoman Brewster reported that the next Public Safety Committee will be held on Monday, June 5th  at  3:30  p. m.  in the Police Chief’s Office and all are welcomed and encouraged to attend.
     Councilwoman Brewster reported that she has Ordinance No.  1446  entitled:


AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION  9.14.050


ENTITLED THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GLEN


RIDGE ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 


USE OF LAWN EQUIPMENT AND TO CONTROL


NOISE IN THE BOROUGH OF GLEN RIDGE

for introduction.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson

Brewster.  It was moved by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilperson Sachs that Ordinance No.  1446  be passed on first reading.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the Ordinance to Municipal Clerk Rohal for the purpose of statutory publication and posting.

     Councilwoman Brewster reported that she has Ordinance No.  1447  entitled:


AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION  5.40 OF THE



CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GLEN RIDGE ESTABLISHING


REQUIREMENTS FOR COMMERCIAL LANDSCAPERS AND 

          TO CONTROL NOISE IN THE BOROUGH OF GLEN RIDGE

for introduction.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson

Brewster.  It was moved by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilperson Sachs that Ordinance No.  1447  be passed on first reading.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the Ordinance to Municipal Clerk Rohal for the purpose of statutory publication and posting.

     Councilwoman Brewster announced that each of these Ordinances can be found on the Borough’s website by the end of the week.

     Mayor Bergmanson asked Municipal Clerk to send a copy of each of these Ordinances to all those residents who corresponded with the Mayor and Borough Council requesting lawn equipment and landscaper regulations.

     Mayor Bergmanson invited anyone with an opinion on these Ordinances to attend the public hearing on June 13th and he thanked the Public Safety Committee and Administrator Rohal for their research in each of these foregoing Ordinances.
     Councilwoman Brewster reported that the Public Safety Committee will never back away from any quality of life issue that would affect the Borough.

        Councilwoman Brewster reported that she has Ordinance No.  1448  entitled:


AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER  10.16


THROUGH STREET AND STOP INTERESECTIONS


DESIGNATED  ( Sherman Avenue & Mead,


Wildwood, Argyle and Rudd )
for introduction.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson

Brewster.  It was moved by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilperson Sachs that Ordinance No.  1448  be passed on first reading.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the Ordinance to Municipal Clerk Rohal for the purpose of statutory publication and posting.


Councilman Mehrotra reported that the Community Affairs and Public Relations Committee is now accepting grant applications from non-profit organizations for the  2007  Gala  funding.


Mayor Bergmanson reported that the  2006  Gala  event raised  $ 30,000  and that it was the most successful Gala ever.  

     Councilwoman Seyffarth reported that the Public Works Committee met earlier this evening and the following agenda items were discussed: storm water compliance, street sweeping, water and sanitary sewer flushing programs, tree removal and planting programs, water and road improvements
     Councilman Hughes had no report.
     Councilman Dawson reported that the Planning And Development Committee is reviewing the capital needs budget and has developed firm numbers for the majority of proposed projects.  The Committee is researching the final element which is the Public Safety building.
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Hughes and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No. 95 - 06 )
N. J.  HISTORIC TRUST  - GRANT APPLICATION
     ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No.  15 - 184 )


Mr. Patrick Pignatello of 277 Baldwin Street, Glen Ridge thanked the Mayor And Council for the newly installed stop sign at the corner of Baldwin Street and Highland Avenue.


Mr. Joseph Connaghan of 126 Forest Avenue, Glen Ridge questioned Mayor Bergmanson and Councilman Sachs on the issue of school tax rebate.


Mayor Bergmanson reviewed the proposal with Mr. Connaghan.
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Hughes and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No. 96 - 06 )
ADJOURNED TO CLOSED SESSION - OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
     ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No.  15 - 185 )

     Mayor Bergmanson declared that this meeting is hereby adjourned.

The Council adjourned at 8:31  p. m.

     Michael J. Rohal  
   Michael  J.  Rohal,   
                             Municipal  Clerk                     
