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A Regular Meeting of The Mayor And Borough Council of The Borough Of Glen Ridge was held on Tuesday, May 27th, 2008 in the Council Chamber of The Municipal Building, Glen Ridge, New Jersey at 7:30 p m.

Mayor Hughes led The Council and the citizens in attendance in a Salute to the Flag.

Mayor Hughes read a prepared statement that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided to the public as required by statutes.

Present:  Mayor Hughes,  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick.

Absent:  None.

The following Borough Officers were in attendance;  Borough Attorney Malyska, Planning And Development Director Zichelli and Public Safety Captain Byron - Lagattuta.
 Mayor Hughes suspended the Regular Order Of Business to accommodate a presentation from Officials from Mountainside Hospital on the current status of the Hospital since the Hospital went to a private organization in June of 2007 and a Public Hearing on the  2008  Municipal Budget.
     Mr. Barry Dykes, C.E.O. of The Mountainside Hospital, advised that June 1st, 2008 will mark the first anniversary since the take over of the Hospital.  

     Mr. Dykes gave a power point presentation highlighting the accomplishments of the first year of operations and presented the short and long term goals for the hospital.
     Mayor Hughes stated that The Borough is very happy that both Mr. Dykes and The Mountainside Hospital are here and The Mayor stated that he is very impressed on what has been accomplished at the Hospital since the take over. 


Mayor Hughes resumed the Regular Order Of Business.  ( 7:59 pm )
     The Minutes of the Regular Meeting that was held on May 12th, 2008 were approved as submitted.
     Municipal Clerk Rohal presented the following written communications:

A letter to Borough Administrator Rohal from Irene C. W. Wheat, Acting Chief Financial Officer of the Borough Of Glen Ridge advising that she has awarded and sold the Borough’s Tax Anticipation Note of 2008  to Commerce Capital Markets, Inc at the price of  $ 1,502,295. Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Essex County Executive DiVincenzo from Stacey Clark of 6 George Street, Montclair requesting the same dog park amenities be put in Watsessing Park as those that are currently in Brookdale Park.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Borough Administrator Rohal from Katherine Nicholas, HS/EHS Operation Director, Montclair Child Development Center, Inc. requesting a meeting with the Borough’s Public Safety Committee to 
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discuss alternative parking regulations in an around the Center.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A Resolution to Municipal Clerk Rohal that was adopted by the Fairfield Governing Body opposing Mandating a County Wide Binding Referendum on the Transfer of a Predetermined Package of Municipal Responsibilities.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Hughes from Montclair Mayor Ed Remsen urging financial support for the Family Service League.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Municipal Clerk Rohal from Thomas C. Wallace of  1 Adams Place, Glen Ridge, requesting that Adams Place be scheduled for resurfacing as soon as possible.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Administrator Rohal from Paul T. Hauch, P.E. Supervising Engineer, Department Of Environmental Protection, advising of final inspection of the lead services and miscellaneous water system improvements.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to Administrator Rohal from Frances Travisano of  276  Ridgewood Avenue, Glen Ridge regarding maintenance / watering information that should be provided to homeowners who have trees replaced on their property.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to Municipal Clerk Rohal from David Peter Alan, Chairman of the Lackawanna Coalition advising of New Jersey Transit plan for massive reductions in rail service on the Morris And Essex Line.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Hughes an The Borough Council from Patricia LaRocco of 162 Midland Avenue, Glen Ridge requesting permission to close Midland Avenue between Washington Street and Linden Avenue on June 28th for the purpose of conducting their annual neighborhood block party.  Mayor Hughes referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.

A letter to Mayor Hughes from Christopher Richardson of 28 Glen Park Road, Glen Ridge requesting that gas lamps be placed on his street because at the present time there are none.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Municipal Clerk Rohal from Richard R. Sarles, Executive Director, New Jersey Transit Corporation advising of public hearings regarding programs for Senior Citizen and Disabled Resident Transportation Assistance Act.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A Resolution to Municipal Clerk Rohal that was adopted by the West Orange Governing Body urging the Council On Affordable Housing to craft workable and sensible regulations that establish reasonable fair
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share goals and develop regulations that facility the ability of municipalities to meet reasonable fair share goals.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A Resolution to Municipal Clerk Rohal that was adopted by the Summit Governing Body rescinding opposition to Trans-Hudson Express Rail Tunnel Proposed by New Jersey Transit.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.

     Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that this is the time fixed for the public hearing of The Local Municipal Budget for the year  2008.  The Budget was approved on March 18th, 2008 by The Borough Council and it was advertised in full as required by law on Thursday, April 3rd, 2008 together with a notice of the public hearing for this time.  Printed copies have been made available to the public during the past week and a supply is here for anyone desiring a copy.

Mayor Hughes called upon Councilman Sachs, Chairman of the Finance And Administration Committee, to detail the major portions of the  2008  budget.

     Councilman Sachs detailed at length the major expenditures and revenues of the 2008 Municipal Budget. Councilman Sachs reviewed the significant cost drivers in the 2008 budget. The majority of the municipal tax increase is due to increased pension contributions, debt payment for both the capital projects and the revaluation and a significant loss of revenues. The proposed budget reflects a decrease of over $280,000 which the Borough received as state aid in 2007.  The Borough applied for the Extraordinary Aid this year, but will not know the outcome until late June or early July.  Councilman Sachs noted that the Borough will not adopt the 2008 budget until the extraordinary aid grants are announced. 

     Upon completion of Councilman Sachs’ presentation Mayor Hughes outlined the procedure for the public hearing on the budget and he then declared the public hearing on the 2008 budget open.

     No one wished to be heard in regards to the Budget.

     Mayor Hughes entertained a Motion to close the public hearing.

     It was moved by Councilperson Lisovicz, seconded by Councilperson Patrick that the public hearing on the 2008 Municipal Budget be closed.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none.


Mayor Hughes declared the Motion adopted and he resumed the Regular Order Of Business.  ( 8:19  p. m. )

     The following, after an explanation of items on the bill list was, introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Seyffarth and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                                       ( Resolution No. 96 - 08 )

   
CLAIMS - APPROVAL OF    
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    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 168 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Baker and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                   ( Resolution No. 97 - 08 )

   
WATER  RATE  SCHEDULE  -  SCHEDULE
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 169 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Sachs and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                   ( Resolution No. 98 - 08 )

   
POLICE VEHICLES – RECINDING RESOLUTION  58 – 08 )
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 169 )
     Ordinance No.  1491  entitled:


          AN  ORDINANCE  TO  AMEND  CHAPTER

10.32 PARKING  RESTRICTIONS  ON

The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Seyffarth.  Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that the Ordinance had been published and posted as required by statutes.  Mayor Hughes declared the meeting open for a public hearing on the Ordinance.   No one wished to be heard on the Ordinance.  Mayor Hughes closed the public hearing.   It was moved by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Sachs that Ordinance No.  1491  be finally passed.   The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Hughes declared that this Ordinance is finally adopted.
     It was moved by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Dawson that permission be granted to the residents of Clark Street and Midland Avenue to conduct their block parties per the dates and times as stated in their correspondence to the Mayor and Borough Council.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;   Councilpersons Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none.

     Councilwoman Seyffarth reported that the next meeting of the Public Safety Committee will be held on Wed., May 28th, 2008  at  5:30  p. m.  in the Mayor Office.

     Councilwoman Baker reported on the very successful and moving Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony.  Mrs. Baker, on behalf of the Mayor And Council, thanked the Kiwanis Club and Mr. James O’Grady for organizing the days events.

Councilwoman Baker reported that the Community Affairs And Public Relations Committee is still seeking applicants for the  2009 Gala grant from non-profit organization.  Applications are due no later than June 5th. 
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Baker, seconded by Councilperson Patrick and adopted by an aye and no vote;
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Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick      voting aye and noes none:                   ( Resolution No. 99 - 08 )

   
CHARITY RUN – LAGER RUN – SECOND ANNUAL
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 170 )
     Councilman Dawson reported that the renovations being done at the Public Works yard and the Library are substantially complete and that the work at the Public Safety and Municipal Buildings are on-going.


     The following was introduced by Councilperson Dawson, seconded

by Councilperson Lisovicz and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick     voting aye and noes none:                  ( Resolution No. 100 - 08 )

   
FOUNDERS  PLAZA  -  AUTHORIZING  CONTRACT
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 170 )
Mayor Hughes asked Administrator Rohal about the lights at Founders Plaza.

Administrator Rohal stated that the lights are in place and should be turned on in mid-June.

Councilwoman Baker discussed the triangle garden project that was done at Founders Plaza by Eagle Scout Willard Younger. 

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Lisovicz, seconded

by Councilperson Baker and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded voting aye and noes none:                  ( Resolution No. 101 - 08 )

   
HURRELL FIELD – BLEACHERS, SHED & FENCING
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 171 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Lisovicz, seconded

by Councilperson Patrick and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick     voting aye and noes none:                  ( Resolution No. 102 - 08 )

   
FOREST AVENUE FIELD - RECONSTRUCTION
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 171 )
Mayor Hughes reported that once reconstruction of this field begins it will mean that the field will be closed for anywhere between 9 months and a year.

     Councilman Patrick reported that the Planning Board has discussed the Benson Street railroad station project at their meetings for the past month to month and a half and they have recommended the following Resolution.
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Patrick, seconded by Councilperson Dawson and adopted by an aye and no vote;  
Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick     voting aye and noes none:                  ( Resolution No. 103 - 08 )

   
BENSON STREET STATION – REDEVELOPMENT - DESIGNATE
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 172 )
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     Borough Administrator Rohal reported that the full 2008 Municipal Budget will be available by both email and on the Borough’s website within a week.

Borough Administrator Rohal also reported that the Hillside Avenue resurfacing project will be completed within the next two and a half to  3  weeks and that the Forest Avenue field will be closed for complete renovations on August 4th and is scheduled to be re-opened in April  2009.

     Public Safety Captain Byron - Lagattuta reported that while renovations continue on the dispatch center of the Public Safety Department the dispatch center has been moved to the basement but that it remains operational to the public through an intercom system.
     Mr. Harry Rush of 53 High Street, Glen Ridge, encouraged the Mayor And Council to be very selective in the bidding process when it comes to the proposed renovations planned for the Forest Avenue Field.


Mrs. Yvonne Provost of 49 Douglas Road, Glen Ridge advised the Mayor And Council of rain water damage being done to the new curbing on Lincoln Street.


Mrs. Jacqueline S. Yustein, Essex County Liaison to County Executive DiVincenzo, announced that the carousel at the newly renovated Turtle Back Zoo is now open.
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Patrick, seconded by Councilperson Dawson and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                  ( Resolution No. 104 - 08 )
    ADJOURNED TO CLOSED SESSION - OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
     ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 - 172 )

Mayor Hughes declared that this meeting is hereby adjourned.
The Council adjourned at  8:49  p. m.

          Michael  J. Rohal
  Michael  J.  Rohal,   
                                     Municipal  Clerk                     
