                  GLEN RIDGE, N. J.  JULY 11th, 2006.  79
A Regular Meeting of The Mayor And Borough Council of The Borough Of Glen Ridge was held on Tuesday, July 11th, 2006 in the Council Chamber of The Municipal Building, Glen Ridge, New Jersey at  7:30  p. m.

Mayor Bergmanson led The Council and the citizens in attendance in a Salute to the Flag.

Mayor Bergmanson read a prepared statement that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided to the public as required by statutes.

Present:  Mayor Bergmanson, Councilpersons Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson.

Absent:  Councilman  Sachs.
The following Borough Officers were in attendance: Borough Attorney Malyska and Public Safety Director Magnier.

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting that was held on June 27th, 2006 were approved as submitted.

     Municipal Clerk Rohal presented the following written communications:


A letter to Municipal Clerk Rohal from Betsy Allemand of 19 Clark Street, Glen Ridge requesting permission to close their street from Bloomfield Avenue to Toney’s Brook on July 15th for the purpose of conducting their annual neighborhood block party.

Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from County Executive Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr. advising that Essex County has approved a grant award from the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse to the Borough of Glen Ridge in the amount of  $41,950.

Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Borough Engineer Rohal from Mehid Mohammadish, P.E., Essex County Engineer advising that construction will begin in the last week of July on the intersection of Belleville Avenue / Glen Ridge Avenue – Belleville Avenue Extension and Highland Avenue.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that he is in receipt of the June monthly reports from the Public Works Department and the Planning And Development Department.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the reports be filed.


Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that he is in receipt of a Resolution adopted by the Nutley Board Of Commissioners urging the New Jersey State Legislature to conduct a special session to discuss possible solutions to the property tax crisis in New Jersey.   Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

     Mr. Thomas Dolan of 14 Clinton Road, Glen Ridge expressed support for a municipal bond to renovate the municipal building and library but is opposed to installing synthetic athletic fields. Mr. Dolan sated the Borough should keep grass turf fields.  Mr. Dolan also sated that the Borough should use the facilities at Brookdale Park.
     Mr. Mark Levinson of 85 Clark Street, Glen Ridge also questioned using municipal bonds to finance the construction of synthetic fields.  Mr. Levinson also expressed concern regarding a lack of soliciting public input.
     Mayor Bergmanson described the steps the Borough has taken which include but are not limited to presentations at Council meetings which were televised on Channel 36, discussions at every Council meeting since January and news articles in the Star Ledger, Glen Ridge Paper and Glen Ridge Voice. In the future, the Borough will conduct two public hearings, two presentations by the Planning & Development Committee and a drop in session at the Train Station.  Information will also be available on Channel 36 and the Borough’s web page.

Mayor Bergmanson also addressed the Borough’s past and future efforts to work with the County to gain access to additional recreational fields.
     Councilman Dawson explained the process the Planning and Development Committee performed which included a ranking of capital needs, public tours of facilities, two presentations at Council meetings as well as presentations by GRAA.
      Councilman Hughes noted that the use of the fields has grown dramatically especially after Title 9 which requires equal participation opportunities for girl sports. Councilman Hughes described the conditions of the fields and noted that high school games have been cancelled by officials due to poor playing conditions.  Councilman Hughes stated that the use of Brookdale Park involves an additional expense of busing players.  Currently, the Board of Education does not supply transportation to practices and home events.  Councilman Hughes stated that based on current spending trends, synthetic turf may be a better value than grass turf fields. 
     The following were introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:  ( the following Resolutions were part of the  Consent  Agenda  ): 
( Resolution No.  117 - 06 )
   
CLAIMS - APPROVAL OF

    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 197 ) 
( Resolution No.  118 - 06 )
     PERSONNEL MANUAL – PENSION BENEFITS
    ( See Resolution Book No. 15 - Page No.15 – 198 ) 

( Resolution No.  119 - 06 )
     PERSONNEL MANUAL – HEALTH BENEFITS
    ( See Resolution Book No. 15 - Page No.15 – 199 ) 

( Resolution No.  120 - 06 )
     PERSONNEL MANUAL – SEASONAL & TEMPORARY
    ( See Resolution Book No. 15 - Page No.15 – 200 ) 

( Resolution No.  121 - 06 )
     APPOINTMENTS – BOND / TAX  / LABOR / FORESTER
    ( See Resolution Book No. 15 - Page No.15 – 201 )

     Councilwoman Brewster presented the monthly report for the month of June and the semi-annual report of the Department Of Public Safety on behalf of Public Safety Director Magnier.  Councilwoman Brewster congratulated Public Safety Director Magnier on the report that showed major crime down for the first  6 months of  2006.  Mayor Bergmanson congratulated Public Safety Chairperson Brewster and the Public Safety Department for the report and he ordered that the report be filed. 
     Ordinance No.  1450  entitled:

   
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER  2.32

DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  SAFETY

was presented for final reading.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Brewster.  Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that the Ordinance had been published and posted as required by statutes.  Mayor Bergmanson declared the meeting open for a public hearing on the Ordinance.  No objections were presented for the final passage of the Ordinance.  Mayor Bergmanson declared the public hearing closed.  It was moved by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilperson Mehrotra that Ordinance No.  1450  be finally passed.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Bergmanson declared that this Ordinance is finally adopted.
Ordinance No.  1451  entitled:

   
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND 


CHAPTER  6  ANIMALS  ( vicious dogs )
was presented for final reading.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Brewster.  Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that the Ordinance had been published and posted as required by statutes.  Mayor Bergmanson declared the meeting open for a public hearing on the Ordinance.  No objections were presented for the final passage of the Ordinance.  Mayor Bergmanson declared the public hearing closed.  It was moved by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilperson Mehrotra that Ordinance No.  1451  be finally passed.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Bergmanson declared that this Ordinance is finally adopted.
     It was moved by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilperson Mehrotra that permission be granted to the residents of Clark Street requesting approval to close their streets for the purpose of conducting their annual neighborhood block party per the date and times as stated in their correspondence to the Mayor And Council.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none.   
     Councilman Mehrotra reported that the Community Affairs and Public Relations Committee is in receipt of  3  applications for grant funding from the annual Gala.  The applications received were from the Glen Ridge Library,  the volunteer ambulance squad and the Glen Ridge Athletic Association.  Councilman Mehrotra reported that his committee will meet on July 19th to begin reviewing the applications. 
     Councilwoman Seyffarth reported that the Public Works Committee met earlier this evening and the following agenda items were addressed:  street lighting design at Bloomfield and Ridgewood Avenues,  the road improvement project and bid opening on August 1st,  traffic calming devices,  current field conditions,  the Public Works yard and the planned multi-way stop sign project at the intersection of Belleville, Glen Ridge and Highland Avenues that will start before the end of July.


Mayor Bergmanson extended his thanks to County Executive DiVincenzo and his staff for their design proposals for this intersection project.
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Dawson and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth,

Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none: 

( Resolution No.  122 - 06 )
     CHANGE ORDER – 2005 ROAD PROJECT
    ( See Resolution Book No. 15 - Page No.15 – 201 )

     Councilman Hughes reported that the Summer Recreation Program is up and running and that over  150  children have registered for the program.

Councilman Hughes also reported that the Ridgewood Avenue Auditorium Seat Project is underway and that the seats have been removed and will be replaced thanks to a very successful town-wide fund raiser.

Mayor Bergmanson stated that this is great news for everyone.

Councilman Hughes also reported that the tennis program at the Freeman Courts is a very viable program to the Borough.  

     Councilman Dawson reported that the Planning and Development Committee planned outreach for the municipal bond program.  Councilman Dawson noted that the Committee will be monitoring the process for the transfer of Mountainside Hospital.
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Hughes and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth,

Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none: 

( Resolution No.  Councilman Dawson 123 - 06 )
     C.D.B.G. - SUPPORTING CURRENT GRANT PROGRAM
    ( See Resolution Book No. 15 - Page No.15 – 202 - B )

     Public Safety Director Magnier reminded everyone that on Tuesday, August 1st the Borough will recognize the annual “Night Out” with planned events throughout the Borough.
     Mr. Anthony Pugliese brought greetings from Essex County Liaison Jacqueline Yustein and County Executive DiVincenzo and stated that the County Executive will open a new county dog park at South Mountain Reservation on July 31st at noon and invited all to attend.
     Mr. Pugliese also suggested that the Glen Ridge Athletic Association apply for grant funding from the Open Space and / or Green Acres program for the planned field restoration project.  
     Mayor Bergmanson thanked Mr. Pugliese for his timely suggestions and for the on-going support of County Executive DiVincenzo. 

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilperson Mehrotra and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:

( Resolution No. 116 - 06 )
ADJOURNED TO CLOSED SESSION - OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
     ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No.  15 - 202 )

     Mayor Bergmanson declared that this meeting is hereby adjourned.

The Council adjourned at 8:38  p. m.

     Michael J. Rohal  
   Michael  J.  Rohal,   
                             Municipal  Clerk                     
