                      GLEN RIDGE, N. J.  AUGUST 8th, 2006.      85 
A Regular Meeting of The Mayor And Borough Council of The Borough Of Glen Ridge was held on Tuesday, August 8th, 2006 in the Council Chamber of The Municipal Building, Glen Ridge, New Jersey at 
7:30 p. m.

Mayor Bergmanson led The Council and the citizens in attendance in a Salute to the Flag.

Mayor Bergmanson read a prepared statement that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided to the public as required by statutes.

Present:  Mayor Bergmanson, Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson.

Absent:  None.
The following Borough Officers were in attendance: Borough Attorney Malyska, Public Safety Director Magnier and Planning And Development Director Zichelli, III.
The Minutes of the Regular Meeting that was held on July 11th, 2006 were approved as submitted.

     Municipal Clerk Rohal presented the following written communications:


A letter to Administrator Rohal from Richard D. Kerr, Director Innovative Service Planning And Implementation, N. J. Transit, advising of the funding for the Rail Service Shuttle through 2011.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Works Committee.


A letter to Administrator Rohal from Paul Ely of 42 Glen Ridge Parkway, Glen Ridge, requesting permission to close their street on September 9th for the purpose of conducting their annual neighborhood block party.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Judy Bagdon of 46 Douglas Road, Glen Ridge, requesting permission to close their street on September 9th for the purpose of conducting their annual neighborhood block party.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.


A letter to Administrator Rohal from Laura Buckmann of 15 Hamilton Road, Glen Ridge, requesting permission to close their street on September 16th for the purpose of conducting their annual neighborhood block party.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.

A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Francine Ferrara and Lawrence Graziano of 13 Laurel Place, Glen Ridge requesting the Council’s assistance is removing a full-sized basketball hoop that has been placed in the street on Laurel Place.   Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.


A letter to Borough Administrator Rohal from Borough Arborist Stephen Schuckman reporting on the minimal tree damage in the Borough as a result of the sever storm that the Borough experienced on Tuesday, July 18th.   Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Borough Administrator Rohal from Borough Arborist Stephen Schuckman reporting on the condition of  100  trees that have been planted around the Borough.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Ralph Izzoof Public Service Electric And Gas Company advising of the approval process for the  PSEG – Exelon  merger.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Joseph A. Trunfio, President and CEO of Atlantic Health advising that the Atlantic Health Board has selected Merit Health Systems LLC ( Merit ) as the next sponsor – owner of Mountainside Hospital.   Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


Administrator Rohal reported that the is in receipt of two notices from the Township Of Montclair advising of an application to demolish the residential building at 18 Baldwin Street, Montclair and a notice of a public hearing on an amendment to the Montclair Zoning Map.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson and the Borough Council from Kevin Curtin of 298 Forest Avenue, Glen Ridge voicing his support for the bond proposal for both the fields and the infrastructure.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

Mr. Thomas J. Dolan of 14 Clinton Road,  Glen Ridge, expressed his opposition to fund tennis court improvements from a municipal bond.
Mr. Nicholaas ten Velde of 138 Essex Avenue, Glen Ridge, commented on the school tax structure and proposed that parents co pay a percentage of the educational costs and seniors received reduced school tax levy.
     Mayor Bergmanson reviewed the time line and public outreach for the proposed municipal bond.
     Councilwoman Sachs reported that she has Ordinance No.  1452  entitled:


BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS


CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS OF THE BOROUGH OF


GLEN RIDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF ESSEX,


STATE OF NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING


THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF  $ 7,140,000


THEREFORD AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE


OF  $ 6,783,000  BONDS OR NOTES OF THE


BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF 

for introduction.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson

Sachs.  It was moved by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilperson Brewster that Ordinance No.  1452  be passed on first reading.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the Ordinance to Municipal Clerk Rohal for the purpose of statutory publication and posting.


Councilman Sachs explained, in depth, the contents and the purpose of this Ordinance and the process until the public hearing / adoption.

Mayor Bergmanson called upon Councilman Dawson to make his presentation in support of the proposed Bond Ordinance. A copy of Councilperson Dawson’s presentation is attached and made part of the meeting minutes.
 Mayor Bergmanson declared the meeting open for the first public hearing on the Ordinance. Mayor Bergmanson requested each Councilperson to state their position on the Bond.

     Councilman Sachs reviewed the capital needs of the Borough and financing alternatives. Councilman Sachs noted that the items selected for the capital program were at the end of their useful life. Councilman Sachs noted that bonding was the most equitable way of funding the program since it amortizes payments and avoids a sharp increase in property taxes.
     Councilwoman Brewster stated that the bond has her full support but hopes that the list could be pared down. Councilwoman Brewster noted that the Borough’s assets are declining at an alarming rate.
     Councilman Mehrotra requested that staff provide budget offsets that will result form the capital improvement program.
     Councilwoman Seyffarth stated that the Council must insure that Borough’s assets are maintained. Councilwoman Seyffarth that she supports most of the capital improvement program however a few of the individual components warranted further review. Councilwoman Seyffarth sated that she wants to hear the citizens’ opinions and alternative funding such as user fees should be considered.
     Councilman Hughes stated that he agrees with Councilwoman Seyffarth.  Items such as the lights at Hurrell require further review. Financial assistance from user groups should also be considered. Councilman Hughes stated in general, the majority of the proposed capital program is overdue.
     Councilman Dawson expressed his support for the bond issue. Councilman Dawson stated in order to maintain property values; the Borough must maintain a high level of service which requires capital improvements.
     Mr. Kelly Conklin of 92 Carteret Street, Glen Ridge, expressed his opposition to fund synthetic turf especially at Carteret Park from a municipal bond.
     Mr. Harry Rush of 53 High Street, Glen Ridge, questioned the timing and need for public input. He also expressed his opposition to fund synthetic turf and track from a municipal bond and suggested fund raising as an alternative.
     Mrs. Sally R. Ellyson of 52 Lincoln Street, Glen Ridge, stated that the residents are still reeling from the school bond and seniors are forced out of town due to property taxes.
     Mrs. Carol Harpster of 95 Oxford Street, Glen Ridge, expressed her support for the bond as introduced.  Ms. Harpster stated that the Borough would achieve the cost savings by approaching the capital needs of the Borough in a strategic manner rather than using a piece mill approach.
     Ms. Kit Schackner of 92 Carteret Street, Glen Ridge, expressed his opposition to fund synthetic turf especially at Carteret Park from a municipal bond.
     Mr. Jeffrey Theodoro of 53 Wildwood Terrace, Glen Ridge, expressed her support for the bond as introduced. Mr. Jeffrey Theodoro stated that the Borough residents deserve facilities that are well maintained.
     Mr. Thomas Dolan of 14 Clinton Road, Glen Ridge, expressed his opposition to fund tennis court improvements and synthetic fields from a municipal bond.
     Mr. Nicholaas ten Velde of 138 Carteret Street, Glen Ridge, expressed his opposition to fund tennis court improvements from a municipal bond.

     Mr. Eric M. Chemnitius of 4 Wells Court, Glen Ridge, expressed his opposition to fund synthetic field at Carteret from a municipal bond.
  Mayor Bergmanson proclaimed the first public hearing was closed.
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:     ( Resolution No.  125 - 06 )
   
CLAIMS - APPROVAL OF

    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 204 )    

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:     ( Resolution No.  126 - 06 )

   
2006  BUDGET AMENDMENT – RECEIPT OF GRANTS

    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 205 & B )

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:     ( Resolution No.  127 - 06 )

   
2006  BUDGET  -  ADOPTION

    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 206 )

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Mehrotra and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:     ( Resolution No.  128 - 06 )

   
MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE – SHARED SERVICES

    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 207 )

      The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:     ( Resolution No.  129 - 06 )

   
N. J. ENVIRONMENTAL INFRASTRUCTURE - AUTHORIZING

    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 208 )

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:     ( Resolution No.  130 - 06 )

   
REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENDITURE – ENVIRONMENTAL 

    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 209 & B )

    Councilwoman Brewster reported that the next Public Safety Committee will be held on Monday, September 11th  at  3:30  p. m.  in the Police Chief’s Office and all are welcomed and encouraged to attend.

The following was introduced by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilperson Sachs and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:     ( Resolution No.  131 - 06 )

   
RAFFLE LICENSE – MOUNTAINSIDE AUXILLARY
    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 210 )

     Councilwoman Brewster reported that she has Ordinance No.  1453  entitled:


AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER  10.16


THROUGH STREET AND STOP INTERSECTIONS


DESIGNATED  ( Clinton, Sunset, ect. ) 
for introduction.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson

Brewster.  It was moved by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilperson Sachs that Ordinance No.  1453  be passed on first reading.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the Ordinance to Municipal Clerk Rohal for the purpose of statutory publication and posting.

     Councilwoman Brewster reported that she has Ordinance No.  1454  entitled:


AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER  9.16


OFFENSES PERTAINING TO PROPERTY 

for introduction.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson

Brewster.  It was moved by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilperson Sachs that Ordinance No.  1454  be passed on first reading.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the Ordinance to Municipal Clerk Rohal for the purpose of statutory publication and posting.

     It was moved by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilperson Sachs that permission be granted to the residents requesting approval to close their streets for the purpose of conducting their annual neighborhood block parties per the dates and times as stated in their correspondence to the Mayor And Council.  The Motion was adotped by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none.   
     Councilman Mehrotra reported that the Community Affairs and Public Relations Committee met on July 19th and the Committee reviewed the Gala Grant applications from the Glen Ridge Volunteer Ambulance Squad, the Glen Ridge Athletic Association and the Glen Ridge Public Library.
    The following was introduced by Councilperson Mehrotra, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:     ( Resolution No.  132 - 06 )

   
GALA  -  APPOINTING  SPONSOR  - AMBULANCE SQUAD 

    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 210 )

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Mehrotra, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:     ( Resolution No.  133 - 06 )

   
MAC GRANT APPLICATION - SUPPORTING 

    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 211 )

The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Hughes and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:     ( Resolution No.  134 - 06 )

   
TREE REMOVAL – TEMAKE – AUTHORIZING CONTRACT 

    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 211 )

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Hughes and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:     ( Resolution No.  135 - 06 )

   
ROAD RECONSTRUCTION – REJECTING BID 

    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 212 )  

Mr. Nicholaas ten Velde of 138 Essex Avenue, Glen Ridge addressed the Mayor and Council on the conditions at Mountainside Hospital and the Glen Ridge Freeman Tennis Courts. 
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Hughes, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth, Hughes and Dawson voting aye and noes none:     ( Resolution No. 136 - 06 )

ADJOURNED TO CLOSED SESSION - OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
     ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No.  15 - 212 )

     Mayor Bergmanson declared that this meeting is hereby adjourned.

     The Council adjourned at 9:48  p. m.

                    Michael J. Rohal  
                                         Michael  J.  Rohal,   

                                     Municipal  Clerk                     
