                      GLEN RIDGE, N. J.  August 14th, 2007.   7   
A Regular Meeting of The Mayor And Borough Council of The Borough Of Glen Ridge was held on Tuesday, August 14th, 2007 in the Council Chamber of The Municipal Building, Glen Ridge, New Jersey at 
7:30 p. m.

Mayor Bergmanson led The Council and the citizens in attendance in a Salute to the Flag.

Mayor Bergmanson read a prepared statement that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided to the public as required by statutes.

Present:  Mayor Bergmanson, Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson
Absent:  Councilman  Sachs.
The following Borough Officers were in attendance: Borough Attorney Malyska and Public Safety Director Magnier.
     The Minutes of the Regular Meeting that was held on July 10th, 2007 were approved as submitted.


The Minutes of the Special Meeting that was held on July 16th, were approved a submitted.
     Municipal Clerk Rohal presented the following written communications:

A letter to Administrator Clerk Rohal from Councilwoman Elizabeth Brewster tendering her resignation from the Borough Council effective immediately.  Mayor Bergmanson accepted the resignation with regret and ordered the correspondence to be filed.


A petition to the Mayor Bergmanson and the Borough Council from the residents of Forest Avenue requesting traffic enforcement and possible no left turns from westbound Watchung Avenue to southbound Forest Avenue.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson and the Borough Council from several residents of Herman Street requesting a public hearing on the matter of a liquor license transfer at  13  Herman Street.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to Municipal Clerk Rohal.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson and the Borough Council from Stefan des Lauriers of 21 Herman Street, Glen Ridge voicing his objections to the transfer of the liquor license currently owned by Joseph’s at  13 Herman Street.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to Borough Administrator Rohal from Mary Garrity of 382 Forest Avenue, Glen Ridge requesting repair of the curb in front of her residence.   Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Works Department.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from George H. Douglas of 809 Mendota Drive, Champaign, Il., citing some history of the Benson Street railroad station and stating that it would be nice if Glen Ridge could save his station for its rich heritage.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to Administrator Rohal from Mr. R. McConnell of 26 Edgewood Road, Glen Ridge citing deplorable conditions at 28 Edgewood Road.   Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to Code Enforcement Officer Young.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Francis C. Klein of 14 Summit Street, Glen Ridge voicing his concerns about the conditions of the street and gutters on Summit Street.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Works Committee.

Correspondence to the Town Council from Nicholaas ten Velde of 138 Essex Avenue, Glen Ridge regarding the conditions of the tennis courts and the character of Mr. ten Velde over the past 7 plus years.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to Administrator Rohal from Steve Hockstein of 48 Harvard Street, Montclair,  voicing his complaints about the Freeman Tennis Court Manager Dennis Day.   Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Parks And Recreation Committee.


A letter to Administrator Rohal from Robert Lynch of 39 Stephen Street, Glen Ridge requesting permission to close their street on September 23rd for the purpose of conducting their annual neighborhood block party.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.


A letter to Administrator Rohal from Holli McDermott of 2 Brooklawn Drive, Glen Ridge requesting permission to close their street on September 8th for the purpose of conducting their annual neighborhood block party.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.


A letter to Administrator Rohal from Mary Johnson of 9 Glenfield Road, Glen Ridge requesting permission to close their street on September 1st, for the purpose of conducting their annual neighborhood block party.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.


A letter to Administrator Rohal from Diane PAgano of 390 Forest Avenue, Glen Ridge requesting permission to close their street on September 9th for the purpose of conducting their annual neighborhood block party.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Lisa P. Jackson, Department Of Environmental Protection advising that the DEP is committed to working with communities on mitigation projects regarding the Delaware River Basin Commission in preparing flood mitigation plans.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

A letter to Municipal Clerk Rohal from John Flynn, Administrator, Green Acres Program advising that despite the depletion of Garden State Preservation Trust funding, Green Acres grants and loans are available for land acquisition and development of outdoor park and recreational facilities.   Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Administrator Rohal from Pamela P. Lyons, acknowledging receipt of correspondence from the Borough pertaining to Phase II, renewing and/or Transferring Services Installing Hydrants and Related Water Infrastructure Improvements.   Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Administrator Rohal from Assemblyman Thomas P. Giblin regarding a letter that he has received from a Glen Ridge resident Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

pertaining to stop signs along Woodland Avenue and DOT policies. Mr. Giblin advises that individual municipalities have such jurisdiction over signs and not the placement of them.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Bradley I. Abelow, State Treasurer, advising of some misinformation contained in a letter from Assemblyman DeCroce regarding the Corzine Administration’s Asset Monetization study and advising of the administration’s process and objectives.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

     A copy of a Resolution, adopted by the Township Of Hamilton and the Township Of Monroe,  was sent to Municipal Clerk Rohal, calling for support of a statewide Gypsy Moth Control Program.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


Municipal Clerk Rohal presented the monthly reports for The Board Of Health for the months of June and July 2007.   Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the reports be filed.


Municipal Clerk Rohal presented a progress appraisal report for the month of June on behalf of Assessor Merdinger.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the report be filed.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson and the Borough Council from Charles L. Smith, III  Area Director Government And Community Affairs, Comcast, advising that under the new system-wide cable franchise law, municipalities are entitled to a free return feed from Verizon for the purpose of providing local access programming to Verizon cable television subscribers.    Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.


A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Congressman Pascrell advising of his Summer Town Hall Meetings in Montclair on August 14 and in Wayne on August 16th.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

     Municipal Clerk Rohal presented the monthly report for the Department Of Public Works for the month of July  2007.   Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the reports be filed.
    Mr. Nicholaas ten Velde of 138 Essex Avenue, Glen Ridge, addressed the Mayor And Council regarding the following:  The  2007 Municipal Budget,  Pool information and their budget,  the Freeman Tennis Courts and their regulations,  the Capital Improvement Bond  and the Glen Ridge Baseball membership.
     Mr. Mark Holzappel, 10 Appleton Place addressed the Mayor And Council on Animal Control Services. 

     Mayor Bergmanson announced that the new bridge in The Glen has been installed and this installation has occurred two months ahead of schedule.  Mayor Bergmanson thanked County Executive DiVincenzo, the Essex County Board Of Chosen Freeholders,  The Glen Committee,  the Borough staff and Administrator Rohal,  Senator Gill and  Assemblypersons Oliver and Giblin.  Mayor Bergmanson announced that there will be a formal ceremony to celebrate The Glen restoration project and that former Mayor Plate and former members of the Council will be invited.

Mayor Bergmanson also announced that there will be a Special Meeting of the Mayor And Council on August 22nd to possibly introduce a new traffic Ordinance and to hear an appeal of the proposed liquor license transfer at 13 Herman Street. 


Mayor Bergmanson also announced that the Mayor And Council will meet in Special session on August 29th to discuss possible replacements to fill the unexpired term of former Councilwoman Brewster.   
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Dawson and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                              ( Resolution No.  130 - 07 )

   
2007  BUDGET  AMENDMENT  -  GRANT RECEIPTS
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 72 & B )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Lisovicz and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                              ( Resolution No.  131 - 07 )

   
2007  BUDGET  -  ADOPTING
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 73 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Lisovicz and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                              ( Resolution No.  132 - 07 )

   
CLAIMS  -  APPROVAL  OF
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 74 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Dawson and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                              ( Resolution No.  133 - 07 )

   
CAPITAL BOND  -  SALE  OF
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 75 )
     Councilperson Seyffarth reported that she has Ordinance No.  1477
entitled:


          AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING TITLES FOR



     NON-UNION AND OTHER EMPLOYEES OF THE

 

     BOROUGH OF GLEN RIDGE AND FIXING THE

2007 MAXIMUM ANNUAL SALARIES AND 

OTHER COMPENSATIONS FOR THOSE TITLES
for introduction.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Seyffarth.  It was moved by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Baker that Ordinance No.  1477  be passed on first reading.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the Ordinance to Municipal Clerk Rohal for the purpose of statutory public and posting.

     Councilperson Seyffarth reported that she has Ordinance No.  1480
entitled:


          AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING

               A FOOD HANDLER CERTIFICATE  
for introduction.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Seyffarth.  It was moved by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Lisovicz that Ordinance No.  1480  be passed on first reading.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the Ordinance to Municipal Clerk Rohal for the purpose of statutory public and posting.

     Councilman Dawson reported that the Public Safety Committee met on August 13th and the Committee discussed possibly restricting left hand turns from Watchung Avenue onto Forest Avenue and the effect it would have on the residents.  Councilman Dawson reported that the Committee is working closely with the affected neighborhood.
     Councilperson Dawson reported that he has Ordinance No.  1479
entitled:


          AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER  10.16
               THROUGH STREET AND STOP INTERSECTIONS DESIGNATED
for introduction.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Dawson.  It was moved by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Seyffarth that Ordinance No.  1479  be passed on first reading.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Bergmanson referred the Ordinance to Municipal Clerk Rohal for the purpose of statutory public and posting.

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Baker and adopted by an aye and no vote;  
Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                              ( Resolution No.  134 - 07 )

    EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT – APPOINTING COORDINATORS
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 75 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Seyffarth and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                              ( Resolution No.  135 - 07 )

   
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT – APPOINTING COORDINATORS
          ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 76 )     

    The following was introduced by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Lisovicz and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                              ( Resolution No.  136 - 07 )

   
CHIEFS CONTRACT  -  OFFICER TESTING
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 76 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Lisovicz and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                              ( Resolution No.  137 – 07 )                              
   
RAFFLE  -  CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 77 )
It was moved by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Baker that permission be granted to the residents of Harvard Street, Stephen Street, Willow Street, Glenfield Road and Forest Avenue to conduct their respective block parties per the dates and times as stated in their correspondence to the Mayor and Borough Council.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;   Councilpersons Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none.
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Baker, seconded by Councilperson Seyffarth and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                              ( Resolution No.  138 - 07 )

   
MAC GRANT APPLICATION  -  SUPPORTING 
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 77 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Baker and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                              ( Resolution No.  139 - 07 )

   
OCCUPATIONAL CENTER – CONTRACT - CARDBOARD 
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 78 )
     Mayor Bergmanson once again urged all residents to subscribe to the Glen Ridge website to get the latest updates affecting Borough residents such as this change to the collection of recyclables.  He extended his thanks to Councilwoman Baker and the Green Committee for bringing about this recycling collection of cardboard and he stated that the committee is working on the replacement of florescent light bulbs.
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Baker and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                              ( Resolution No.  140 - 07 )
          ROAD PROJECT – CHANGE ORDER 
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 78 )
The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Lisovicz and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                              ( Resolution No.  141 - 07 )
     
2007  FORD  TRUCK  -  AWARD 
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 79 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Baker and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                              ( Resolution No.  142 - 07 )

   
AUCTION OF SURPLUS VEHICLES - AUTHORIZING 
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 79 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Baker and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                              ( Resolution No.  143 - 07 )

   
CLERK OF THE WORKS – CAPITAL - APPOINTING 
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 80 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Dawson and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                              ( Resolution No.  144 - 07 )

   
DOWNES TREE SERVICE – AUTHORIZING CONTRACT 
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 80 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Lisovicz and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                              ( Resolution No.  145 - 07 )

   
DOWNES – EMERGENCY TREE SERVICE – AUTHORIZING CONTRACT 
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 81 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Baker and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                              ( Resolution No.  146 - 07 )

   
NJDOT – GRANT APPLICATION – AUTHORIZING SUBMITTAL 
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 81 )
     Councilman Lisovicz reported that the Citizens Advisory Committee on the fields met in July with the Parks And Recreation and that the Parks and Recreation Committee will be meeting in a Special Meeting this Wednesday, August 29th to review and formalize a proposal and prepare a recommendation to be made to the full Council at the next Regular Meeting on September 11th.

     Ordinance No.  1478  entitled:

   
          AN ORDINANCE TO APPROPRIATE GRANTS



     FUNDS FOR POOL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
was presented for final reading.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Lisovicz.  Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that the Ordinance had been published and posted as required by statutes.  Mayor Bergmanson declared the meeting open for a public hearing on the Ordinance.   
     Mr. Nicholas ten Velde of 138 Essex Avenue, Glen Ridge, inquired about the use of the fund. 
     Municipal Clerk Rohal reviewed the pool charter and the requirement to transfer operating surplus to the capital account.
     Mayor Bergmanson closed the public hearing.  It was moved by Councilperson Lisovicz, seconded by Councilperson Baker that Ordinance No.  1478  be finally passed.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none.   Mayor Bergmanson declared that this Ordinance is finally adopted.
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Lisovicz, seconded by Councilperson Seyffarth and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                              ( Resolution No.  147 - 07 )

   
CLARKTON – CARTERET PARK – AUTHORIZING CONTRACT 
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 81 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Lisovicz, seconded by Councilperson Baker and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                              ( Resolution No.  148 - 07 )

   
CARTERET PARK – AUTHORIZING CLOSING
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 82 )
     Mayor Bergmanson reviewed the purpose for closing Carteret Park.
     Mayor Bergmanson suspended the Regular Order Of Business for a Public Hearing on the Prequalification for Municipal Building Improvements.

     Mayor Bergmanson and Municipal Clerk Rohal explained the reason and the process for this Prequalification Hearing.

     No one wished to be heard on this matter.

     Mayor Bergmanson closed the Public Hearing and resumed the Regular Order Of Business.
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Baker and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                              ( Resolution No.  149 - 07 )

   
MUNICIPAL BUILDING – PREQUALIFICATION STANDARDS
    ( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 82 )
     Administrator Rohal reported that the Hillside Avenue repaving project is set to begin on August 22nd at the intersection of Linden Avenue and Hillside Avenue.
     Administrator Rohal also reported Garcia Construction completed the $1,100,000 water project without a change order.
     Councilman Dawson requested a status report on the revaluation.
     Administrator Rohal reported that the house inspections pertaining to the Borough’s ongoing revaluation program is proceeding and that at the present time there are  5  revaluation inspectors working in the Borough and all have the appropriate identifications issued by the Police Department and residents are encouraged not to let anyone into their homes without checking for proper credentials.

     Councilwoman Baker stated that the Star ledger is still delivering unsolicited advertising material.
     Administrator Rohal urged all residents to call Borough Hall to get their name and address on the “do not deliver list” or they can call the number on the “Star Ledger Extra” supplement bag.
     Mayor Bergmanson also encouraged anyone who does not want this supplement delivered to call Borough Hall or go to the Borough’s website to sign up.
     Mr. Patrick Pignatello of 287 Baldwin Street, Glen Ridge urged the Council to close the railroad platforms at the Glen Ridge train station due to falling stone from over-head bridge support.
Administrator Rohal reported that the Department Of Transportation and the County have been advised of the deteriorating condition of the Bridge. 

Mr. Pignatello also commented on the blocked storm drain at the corner of Ridgewood Avenue and Osborne Street.

Mayor Bergmanson stated that a letter has been written to the County regarding this condition.

     Mr. Harry Rush of 53 High Street, Glen Ridge questioned the present traffic light synchronization at Bloomfield and Ridgewood Avenue.  Mr. Rush stated that the long delay between green lights and the red left turn arrows will be a big problem for drivers and pedestrians once school is back in session.

     Administrator Rohal stated the Borough has contacted the County regarding the signal timing and the County is amending their NJDOT permit in order to make the changes.
     Mayor Bergmanson reported that he has had several conversations with County Executive DiVincenzo and that they are working to correct these traffic signal problems.
     Mr. ten Velde addressed the Mayor And Council on the following items:   the sound system in the Council Chamber,  the Borough’s phone system in Borough Hall,  the auction items contained in Resolution No.  142 – 07,  the Capital Bond program and Forest Avenue.

     The following was introduced by Councilperson Baker, seconded by Councilperson Dawson and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Baker, Seyffarth, Lisovicz and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                     ( Resolution No.  150 - 07 )

ADJOURNED TO CLOSED SESSION - OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
( See Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 82 )
     Mayor Bergmanson declared that this meeting is hereby adjourned.

     The Council adjourned at  8:47  p. m.

                    Michael J. Rohal  
                                         Michael  J.  Rohal,   

                                     Municipal  Clerk                     
