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A Regular Meeting of The Mayor And Borough Council of The Borough Of Glen Ridge was held on Monday, October 27th, 2008 in the Council Chamber of The Municipal Building, Glen Ridge, New Jersey at 7:30 p m.

Mayor Hughes led The Council and the citizens in attendance in a Salute to the Flag.

Mayor Hughes read a prepared statement that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided to the public as required by statutes.

Present:  Mayor Hughes,  Councilpersons Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick.

Absent:  None.
The following Borough Officers were in attendance:  Borough Attorney Malyska and Public Safety Police Director Magnier.
     The Minutes of the Regular Meeting that was held on October 14th, 2008 were approved with the following corrections:  page no. 93,  paragraph no. 13  and line no. 1,  corrected to read as follows:  Ms.
( Mr. ) Venera Gashi of 99 Forest Avenue, Glen Ridge, asked . . .

page no.  94,  paragraph no. 4, and line no. 2, corrected to read as follows:  property tax appeals and over 100  owners went to mediation which shows that mediation works and is the best alternative.,  page no.  97,  paragraph no. 3,  line no.  3,  corrected to read as follows:  substantially done and that the work continues on the Library  heating  ( hearing ) . . .
     Municipal Clerk Rohal presented the following written communications:
     A letter to Municipal Clerk Rohal from James Grady of 269 Forest Avenue, Glen Ridge, requesting permission to close Forest Avenue between Bay Avenue and Glen Ridge Parkway on October 31st, 2008 for the purpose of celebrating Halloween evening.  Mayor Hughes referred the correspondence to the Public Safety Committee.

     A letter to Municipal Clerk Rohal from James H. Laskey of Norris, McLaughlin & Marcus, P.A., requesting a Resolution authorizing AboveNet Communication, Inc to install fiber optic cable on poles and in conduits located in the municipal right of way in the Borough.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.

     A letter to Mayor Hughes from Cedar Grove Mayor Paul H. Lee and sent to Assemblywoman Linda Greenstein, Chair of Assembly Judiciary Committee advising of Cedar Groves opposition to legislation A-1158 – “Wrongful Death”.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed.

     A letter to Mayor Hughes from Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, advising of a new affordable housing regime that will require more high density housing on the limited open space remaining in your community and negatively impact the State’s environment and stating that alternatives to this plan must be explored.  Mayor Hughes ordered that the correspondence be filed. 
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     Mr. Arnis Balgalvis of 214 Linden Avenue, Glen Ridge, voiced his concerns over property taxes in Glen Ridge in light of the current economic crisis in this Country and he asked if there were any plans to change the tax status in Glen Ridge after the recent revaluation program.  

     Mayor Hughes stated that the simple answer to Mr. Balgalvis’s questions is that there are no plans to change anything pertaining to the revaluation.

     Councilman Sachs stated that the market was in a down trend when the revaluation program started in Glen Ridge and that when Glen Ridge was ordered to perform a revaluation program the marked price was 1/6th of the true value.

     Mayor Hughes reported that he recently met with Tax Assessor Merdinger and he has asked the Tax Assessor to meet with any or all of the  11  pending tax appeal cases in an attempt to resolve these matters.    
     The following, after an explanation of items on the bill list,
was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Seyffarth and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                                     ( Resolution No.  167 - 08 )
   
CLAIMS - APPROVAL OF

     ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 206 )
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Baker and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                                ( Resolution No.  168 - 08 )
   
METER REPLACEMENT – ENVIRONMENTAL INFRASTRUCTURE
     ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 207 )
Councilman Sachs, Chairman of The Finance And Administration Committee, reported that the Committee met earlier this evening and discussed the current status of the 2008 Municipal Budget and he reported that  87  percent of the expenses in the Budget have been met.  
Councilman Sachs also reported that the Committee discussed the downside and results of the tax appeals and its affect on the Budget.

Councilman Sachs also reported that one of the Borough’s depositories, Commerce Bank, will now be known as  T. D. Commerce Depository and he reported on the present status of available funds and funding available to the Borough.

     Councilwoman Seyffarth, Chairwoman of the Public Safety Committee, reported that the Public Safety Committee will meet on Tuesday, October 28th at  5:30  p. m. in the office of the Chief Of Police.
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     The following was introduced by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Sachs and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                 ( Resolution No.  169 - 08 )
   
HELP AMERICA VOTE ACT – PARKING REGULATIONS
     ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 207 )
     Ordinance No.  1500  entitled:


         AN  ORDINANCE TO  PROVIDE  FOR 

               THE  REPEAL  OF  SECTION  9.12.010

               OF  THE  BOROUGH  CODE

was presented for final reading.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Seyffarth.  Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that the Ordinance had been published and posted as required by statutes.  Mayor Hughes declared the meeting open for a public hearing on the Ordinance.  No one wished to be heard on the Ordinance.  Mayor Hughes declared the public hearing closed.  It was moved by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Sachs that Ordinance No.  1500  be finally adopted.   The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  
Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Hughes declared that this Ordinance is finally adopted.
     Ordinance No.  1501  entitled:

          AN  ORDINANCE  TO  AMEND

               CHAPTER  10  -  VEHICLES



          AND  TRAFFIC   ( towing )
was presented for final reading.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Seyffarth.  Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that the Ordinance had been published and posted as required by statutes.  Mayor Hughes declared the meeting open for a public hearing on the Ordinance.  No one wished to be heard on the Ordinance.  Mayor Hughes declared the public hearing closed.  It was moved by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Sachs that Ordinance No.  1500  be tabled for further discussion and possible adoption at the next meeting of the Mayor And Council.   The Motion to table this Ordinance was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none. 

It was moved by Councilperson Seyffarth, seconded by Councilperson Dawson that permission be granted to the residents of Forest Avenue to close the street between Bay Avenue and Glen Ridge Parkway on Halloween at the discretion and direction of Police Chief Magnier.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none.

Councilman Dawson, Chairman of The Public Works / Utility Committee, reported on punch list items that are being addressed at the Public Safety Building and the heating and air conditioning in the 
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Library.  Councilman Dawson also reported on the renovations to the rotunda in the Municipal Building, the grading and sod that is being placed on the Forest Avenue Field, the Hurrell Field shed that is being replaced and the fence replacement at Hurrell Field.
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Dawson, seconded

by Councilperson Lisovicz and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson, Lisovicz and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                 ( Resolution No.  170 - 08 )

   
PERSONAL PROPERTY – PUBLIC AUCTION
     ( See Resolution Book No.  16 - Page No.  16 – 208 ) 
     Councilman Patrick, Chairman of The Planning And Development Committee, announced that New Jersey Transit has accepted the bid for the long term purchase of the Benson Street Station.


Mayor Hughes stated that this is very good news to the Borough Of Glen Ridge. 

     Borough Administrator Rohal reported that he has met with Essex County election officials, the Board Of Education and members of the Public Safety Department to discuss specific details of the upcoming general election and the numbers of voters that are expected on that day.  Administrator Rohal expressed his sincere thanks to the school principals for their cooperation and use of their buildings and classrooms.  He reported that polling places will be moved from the school hallways to classrooms because of the expected number of voters.

Administrator Rohal also stated that the  100’  radius around each polling place will be strictly enforced and he reminded all voters who bring in election material to the polling place to take that material with them when they leave.





Public Safety Director Magnier updated the Mayor and Council on the very serious accident that occurred on Sunday, October 26th at the intersection of Ridgewood Avenue and Washington Street at approximately  2  p. m.  He reported that the investigation of the accident is ongoing and that only one child was still in the hospital but that the injuries don’t appear to be life threatening.  Chief Magnier thanked all the surrounding towns for their support in sending both personnel and ambulances.  He also thanked the State Police for their assistance and cooperation. 
     Mr. Arnis Balgalvis of 214 Linden Avenue, Glen Ridge, addressed the Mayor And Council about his concerns of noise in his neighborhood, i.e. lawn mowers, leaf blowers, snow blowers and ice cream trucks.  He questioned whether the Ordinance addressed specifics such as days of the week and time of day, etc.


Mayor Hughes advised Mr. Balgalvis that the Council addressed the noise issue a few years ago and revised our Ordinance pertaining to noise with specific emphasis on landscape equipment and when this equipment could be used.  Mayor Hughes also stated that our Ordinance 
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addresses the minimum and maximum decibel levels and that the Borough has trained operators to determine decibel readings.

Police Chief Magnier reported that most, if not all, ice cream vendors that do business in The Borough have the required permits and that there is a two minute maximum time allowed for the playing of music or ringing of bells from the truck and that ice cream trucks are not permitted to play music while they are stopped. 
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Patrick, seconded by Councilperson Lisovicz and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Seyffarth, Baker, Dawson and Patrick voting aye and noes none:                            ( Resolution No.  171 – 08 )
           ADJOURNED TO CLOSED SESSION - OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
     ( Resolution Book No.  16  -  Page No.  16 – 208 )
Mayor Hughes declared that this meeting is hereby adjourned.
The Council adjourned at  8:35  p. m.

          Michael  J. Rohal
  Michael  J.  Rohal,   
                                     Municipal  Clerk                     
