                      GLEN RIDGE, N. J.  DECEMBER 27th, 2006.  128 
A Regular Meeting of The Mayor and Borough Council of The Borough of Glen Ridge was held on Wednesday, December 27th, 2006 in the Council Chamber of The Municipal Building, Glen Ridge, New Jersey at 
7:30 p. m.

Mayor Bergmanson led The Council and the citizens in attendance in a Salute to the Flag.

Mayor Bergmanson read a prepared statement that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided to the public as required by statutes.

Present:  Mayor Bergmanson, Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth and Dawson.
Absent:  Councilman  Hughes.
Councilwoman – Elect Baker was in attendance.
The following Borough Officers were in attendance:  Public Safety Lieutenant Dailey. 
The Minutes of the Regular Meeting that was held on December 12th, 2006 were approved as submitted.

Municipal Clerk Rohal presented the following written communications:
Municipal Clerk Rohal advised of a stream encroachment approval granted for Tony’s Brook by the Department Of Environmental Protection.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed and he thanked Municipal Clerk Rohal and staff as well as the Department Of Environmental Protection and the Department Of Transportation for their endeavors in this matter.

      A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from Jaclyn Rhoads, Director for Conservation Policy, Pinelands Preservation Alliance urging the Mayor And Council to contact the New Jersey leaders to address the problems with associated with illegal off-road vehicle use.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

 A letter to Mayor Bergmanson from John Blonski, Comptroller, North Jersey District Water Supply Commission, advising that the Glen Ridge share of the Wanaque North Project Budget for calendar year  207  is  ( 0.75 percent )  or  $ 154,455.20.  Mayor Bergmanson ordered that the correspondence be filed.

      Mayor Bergmanson noted the passing of former President Gerald R. Ford earlier today and he called him an inspiration and a gentle man. 
      Mayor Bergmanson extended his best wishes and those of the Council to Dorothy Sachs.
      Mayor Bergmanson clarified the budget impacts if Ordinances 1457 and 1458 were defeated. 
      Councilman Mehrotra inquired about the possibility of any grant funding for the Municipal Building project.
      Mayor Bergmanson responded that funding would be from the Historic Trust Grant.
     Councilman Sachs reported that the Finance Committee had met this evening to review the preliminary budget.  The budget will be release to the public mid-January once the 2006 Financial Statement is prepared by the Borough’s auditors.  Councilman Sachs explained that the statement is required to project revenues for 2007.  Councilman Sachs said the Finance Committee also reviewed projects which must be done in 2007 regardless of the fate of the bond ordinances.
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                        ( Resolution No.  193 - 06 )
   
CLAIMS - APPROVAL OF

    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 246 ) 
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Sachs, seconded by Councilperson Brewster and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                                ( Resolution No.  194 - 06 )

   
TRANSFERS  -  APPROVAL  OF
    ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No. 15 – 247 ) 
     Councilwoman Brewster thanked Councilman Sachs and his Committee for presenting such an articulate and easy to understand report regarding the bonds.
     Mayor Bergmanson stated that the residents of this Borough and this Council are very fortunate to have Councilman Sachs as a member of the Borough’s Council.

     Councilman Sachs thanked Administrator Clerk Rohal and his staff. 

     Councilman Mehrotra reported that the Community Affairs and Public Relations Committee met on December 13th and the primary agenda item was the preparation for the Annual Gala that will be held on January 20th, 2007.  Councilman Mehrotra also reported that the Glen Ridge Ambulance Corp will be the recipient of the proceeds from this event.  Councilman Mehrotra stated that invitations will be going in the mail within a week and he urged all residents to make their reservations early because size constraints will only permit  180   quests to attend at the Women’s Club.
     Mayor Bergmanson thanked Councilman Mehrotra for all that he has done and meant to the Borough Council for the past three years and he thanked him for agreeing to continue his service on the Planning Board.  

     Councilman Dawson reported that the ad hoc bond committee is working on a presentation which will be made available on the web.   

     Ordinance No.  1462  entitled:

          AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE  17

 OF THE GLEN RIDGE CODE BY 


 PROHIBITING CERTAIN USES
was presented for final reading.  The Ordinance title was read by Councilperson Dawson.  Municipal Clerk Rohal reported that the Ordinance had been published and posted as required by statutes.  Mayor Bergmanson declared the meeting open for a public hearing on the Ordinance.  Mayor Bergmanson closed the Public Hearing.  It was moved by Councilperson Dawson, seconded by Councilperson Mehrotra that Ordinance No.  1462  be finally passed.  The Motion was adopted by an aye and no vote; Councilpersons Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth and Dawson voting aye and noes none.  Mayor Bergmanson declared that this Ordinance is finally adopted. 
     Municipal Clerk Rohal reminded everyone that the annual Council Reorganization Meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 2nd, 2007 at 
6  p. m. 
     Mr. Harry Rush of 53 High Street, Glen Ridge, noted the number of signatures on the bond referendum petitions and stated the Borough must contend with limited resources.  Mr. Rush stated that he supports $4,000,000 of the $7,000,000 proposed in the ordinances.  The athletic fields are the point of major contention. Mr. Rush also stated that he objects to the Public Works improvements which are the result of state mandates without state pay.  Mr. Rush said the state should pay for mandated improvements.
     Mayor Bergmanson reviewed the process and said the bond ordinances were a response to needs the Borough has not addressed in the past. Mayor Bergmanson added that he is aware of tax burden in Glen Ridge and the Council is as it always has, working to adopt a budget that meets the needs of the Borough at the lowest cost.
     Councilman Sachs reviewed the financial aspects of the bond ordinances and reemphasized the need for the improvements.
     Mr. Rush concluded that the bond ordinances discussion should be a polite and civil debate.
     The following was introduced by Councilperson Brewster, seconded by Councilperson Sachs and adopted by an aye and no vote;  Councilpersons  Sachs, Brewster, Mehrotra, Seyffarth and Dawson voting aye and noes none:                        ( Resolution No.  195 - 06 )

ADJOURNED TO CLOSED SESSION - OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
     ( See Resolution Book No.  15  -  Page No.  15 - 247 )

     Mayor Bergmanson declared that this meeting is hereby adjourned.

     The Council adjourned at  8:37  p. m.

                    Michael J. Rohal  
                                         Michael  J.  Rohal,   

                                     Municipal  Clerk                     
