January 28, 2011
Honorable Paul Lisovicz                             

Chairperson, Public Safety Committee 

Glen Ridge, New Jersey

Dear Commissioner Lisovicz:

I hereby submit the annual report for the Department of Public Safety for 2010.

On December 31, 2010 the Public Safety Department consisted of the following employees:

1  Acting Chief of Police

2  Lieutenants

      5
 Sergeants

2
 Detectives
    13 
 Police Officers

3
 Community Service Officers

1
 Administrative Secretary

1
 Records Clerk


1
 Mechanic


The following part time employees were under the supervision of the Public Safety Department.

     16
 School Crossing Guards 
       1
 Reserve School Crossing Guard
     68    Volunteer Ambulance Personnel

       7    Domestic Violence Response Team Members

Volunteer Ambulance Unit


The Volunteer Ambulance Unit responded to 806 calls for service during 2010. Of these, 382 were for emergencies, 87 were transportations, and 424 were mutual aid requests to Montclair and Bloomfield. This is an increase of 381 calls for service from 2009 or a 90% increase between 2009 and 2010.
Activity


During 2010 the Department investigated 77 burglaries, 32 assaults, 2 robberies, 103 larcenies, 7 motor vehicle thefts, and 2 arsons. The department patrolled 121,361 miles during 2010, averaging 10,113 miles per month. All UCR reportable part one offenses have increased or mirrored 2009 offenses except robberies and rapes which declined. Burglaries have increased 40%, assaults have increased 28%, larcenies have increased 8%, and arsons have increased 200%, between 2009 and 2010.  During 2010 the Department had a total of 232 prisoners come through our cell block. Of these, 184 were male and 48 were female. In 2009 we had a total of 128 prisoners, 100 males and 28 females. This is an 81% increase in the number of prisoners that came through our cell block. Criminal adult arrests went from 40 in 2009 to 119 in 2010. This is a 198% increase in criminal adult arrests from 2009 to 2010.
Crime Prevention Report


During 2010, the Crime Prevention Unit is made up of Acting Chief Sheila Byron-Lagattuta, Lieutenant Robert Wohlgemuth, Sergeant Carlos Alvarez, Detective Troy Postlewait, and Patrol Officer Chris Grogan. The Unit has taken a proactive approach to the increase in part one offenses occurring within the Borough. The Unit has increased awareness of the services offered to residents through the Crime Prevention Unit. Home Security Surveys and other services offered by the Unit have been discussed and offered through the media outlets. Crime prevention tips and information have been added to the weekly press releases and placed in the town newspapers to increase awareness to the increase in crime. 

The Patrol Division and Detective Division have increased patrols in the affected areas where burglaries and larcenies have seen an increase. Plain-clothes walking details were implemented in the affected areas to maximize manpower during the times the incidents were occurring.  

The Crime Prevention Unit and Municipal Alliance Committee sponsored National Night Out 2010 on August 3, 2010. The Unit held a block party in front of Police Headquarters on Herman Street. Crime Prevention Officers were on hand to answer and all questions residents had. The party was open to all town residents that wished to attend the festivities. The block party was a success and went over well with the residents that attended the event.
Data Driven Approach to Traffic Safety

The use of timely and accurate localized data for traffic studies in Glen Ridge is essential to properly defining, documenting and evaluating all matters of traffic related issues. Our resources can be deployed in an appropriate “hot spot” or areas we receive specific complaints to recognize if a problem exists in that area.

Our Data Collection is an on-going process that will provide the Patrol Division and Public Safety Committee the information needed to make proper decisions based upon the facts. When the data is collected, analyzed, and reviewed the Patrol Division conducts traffic enforcement and traffic details in the area to alleviate any of the traffic concerns. Commencing January 2010, the Department studied numerous locations for traffic concerns and has taken a proactive approach to traffic enforcement where problems exist. Some streets of interest in 2010 included, but were not limited to Belleville Avenue, Glen Ridge Avenue, Midland Avenue, and Maolis Avenue
Traffic Unit Annual Report

During 2010, the Traffic Unit within the Glen Ridge Police Department conducted 13 traffic surveys utilizing the department’s two traffic counters throughout the Borough. Areas of concern are being addressed by the Patrol Division through radar posts and traffic details. Borough streets where these surveys have been completed are Yantecaw Avenue, Forest Avenue, Burnett Street, Oakwood Avenue, Hawthorne Place (Bloomfield), Bay Avenue, and Chapman Place. The use of traffic studies using the traffic counters has become a vital role in providing accurate data that is essential in the matters of enforcement and redesign, if necessary.
There were a total of 238 motor vehicle crashes in 2010, of which 55 resulted in injuries. The Traffic Unit is emphasizing pedestrian safety with enforcement and education by utilizing the traffic sign message board to notify the motoring public about the new pedestrian law that went into effect on April 1, 2010. The Traffic Unit deployed six new “Stop for Pedestrian” signs at numerous intersections within the Borough. The Patrol Division continues to take a proactive approach to pedestrian safety through enforcement and education. 

The “Click–It or Ticket” campaign in May and June resulted in 239 summonses issued by the Patrol Division. The Patrol Division arrested 42 persons for driving under the influence of liquor and/or drugs, an increase of 19 from 2009. This is a 45% increase in DWI arrests from 2009. 
The Patrol Division issued 4,674 traffic summonses during 2010. 2,122 were issued for moving violations and 2,552 were issued for parking violations. This is an increase in moving violations from 2009 of 592 summonses or a 15% increase. The Patrol Division has made a total of 4,367 motor vehicle stops during 2010. This is an increase of 645 from the previous year or a 17% increase over last year.
In July 2010, August 2010, and September 2010, the Traffic Unit coordinated pedestrian decoy campaigns to increase our proactive approach to pedestrian safety. 

The Glen Ridge Police Department instituted E-Ticketing in September 2010. This system allows Officers to print summonses out in their patrol vehicle, instead of having to hand-write the summonses. It now takes less than 60 seconds to issue a summons. The system allows Officers to issue multiple summonses for different violations in a fraction of time it used to take to hand-write these summonses. The system also allows more time for the Record’s Clerk as she no longer has to enter each ticket in our CAD system.  

Domestic Violence Unit Report


The Domestic Unit consists of Acting Chief Sheila Byron-Lagattuta, Detective Sergeant Dean Gnardellis, Sgt. Robert Zeuner and Detective Nicholas Salerno.  A member of this unit is responsible for reviewing every domestic violence call and family trouble and following up with all victims and families. The Unit also maintains an on-call status and as per policy are to be called to review every call presented to this jurisdiction for guidance and assistance.  If a domestic violence or a family trouble requires the presence of a Domestic Violence Officer, they respond to the department.  This service provided by the Domestic Violence Unit is utilized 365 days a year, 24 hours a day.

The Police Department has fielded 37 domestic violence calls for service resulting in 20 arrests.  These calls have included criminal charges such as Aggravated Assault, Terroristic Threats, Harassment, Assault, Criminal Mischief, Criminal Sexual contact, Burglary, and Weapons Offenses. The Department has also facilitated two search warrants for weapons seizures and maintains the weapons at Police Headquarters.  The Department has fielded 34 family trouble calls which 11 of those calls have progressed into domestic violence issues.  

In conjunction with the Domestic Violence Unit is the DVRT team which consists of volunteers who help victims cope with the incidents that have occurred both at the time of the call and in the past.  These volunteers have been trained to offer information about shelters, free lawyers services, counseling programs, prepare escape plans, and can provide emergency funds to assist victims with certain needs at the time of these incidents.

The Glen Ridge Police Department will continue to meet the needs of our residents and visitors through intensive training in domestic violence.  The Domestic Violence Unit will continue to review and take an active role with the Patrol Division in the successful handling of all incidents.

Noise Officer Annual Report


During 2010, the Patrol Division received 112 noise complaint calls for service. Noise Control Officer Sergeant Carlos Alvarez followed up on 3 complaints where measurements were taken. 1 summons was issued following these investigations. This proactive approach of following up by the Noise Complaint Officer has resulted in the complainants being satisfied with the outcomes of the investigations.

DARE Officers Unit Annual Report


The DARE Unit  within the Glen Ridge Police Department is made up of Lieutenant Robert Wohlgemuth (Coordinator), Detective Sergeant Dean Gnardellis, Patrol Officer Charles Roberts and Patrol Officer Sean Quinn. The DARE Officers completed the entire elementary school DARE curriculum at Forest Avenue School and Linden Avenue School. The DARE Officers also completed the 6th grade DARE curriculum. A 6th grade DARE graduation was held in June 2010. DARE Officers began teaching the new 6th Grade Curriculum in September 2010. The DARE Unit secured clothing donation boxes that are located at the Hillside Avenue parking lot and the Town Yard. Proceeds from donations made to the box will go to the Glen Ridge DARE program.

Annual Revenue Report


The Glen Ridge Police Department Records Bureau for 2010 has received $2,675.30 in revenue collected for discovery requests and copies of police reports. The Records Bureau has received $90.00 for letters of good conduct, $1,900.00 for Landscaping Permit renewals, and $300.00 for hardship permit parking applications. This is a grand total of $4,965.30 in revenue collected through the Glen Ridge Police Department Records Bureau.


A total of $1,050.00 in fines has been collected by Alarm Enforcement Officer Sergeant Merritt Carr for violations of the false alarm borough ordinance 8.04.090. Sergeant Carr has issued 24 borough ordinance summonses for failure to register an alarm with the Police Department. These summonses were issued for violation of borough ordinance 8.04.050.


The Glen Ridge Police Department Detective Bureau received $3,713.30 in revenue collected. Of this, $95.00 was for fingerprinting residents and Glen Ridge resident photo identification cards, $19.00 for firearms applications, $50.00 for peddler’s  permits, and $344.50 was for the brass that was resold after being collected from the Glen Ridge Police Department firing range at Headquarters. The remaining $3,204.80 was revenue received from outside vendors.

The Glen Ridge Police Department Dispatch Center received $157.50 in revenue during 2010 for dumpster permit applications and police reports left for pick up at the desk.


This brings the total revenue received by the Glen Ridge Police Department during 2010 to $9,886.10.




Respectfully,

Sheila Byron-Lagattuta

Chief of Police

Acting Director of Public Safety

